Important dates:

CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

May 2021
Returning to
in-person worship

May 8 - Virtual Men’s and Women’s Breakfast
May 15 - Spring Clean-Up
May 30 - In-Person Worship

After nearly 15 months
worshipping solely online, Christ
Lutheran Church will return to
in-person worship at 10 a.m. on
Sunday, May 30, 2021.
The CLC Church Council voted unanimously
on Tuesday, April 27, to approve the return to
in-person worship. The council also voted
unanimously to allow Seguro Mission Church
to return to worshipping in the sanctuary on
Sunday, May 16, and to allow user groups,
including AA and Scouts, to resume using the
building as of May 15.
Safety protocols and procedures will be in
place for everyone who uses the building. The
Discern to Return Task Force is meeting weekly
to work on the logistics and plans in the
following areas: cleaning/signage; tenant
relations; volunteers; logistics; and worship.
This task force consists of: Vic Tomono, Dave
Lindgren, Bill Wells, and me. We also are

consulting with several congregation members
with expertise in health, tenant relations, and
worship.
So, what can you expect as we return to
in-person worship? I hope most of all you
experience profound joy at being able to gather
again! And also, you will experience many of
the same things you do when you go anywhere
in public these days. Face masks will be
required at all times. Temperature checks will be
taken at the door and you’ll be asked to share
your name and contact info for contact tracing.
We will be sending out an electronic sign-up to
reserve your spot at worship. We will contact
those who cannot use the electronic sign-up
method. An usher will seat people in the
sanctuary to ensure proper distancing. Worship
materials will be projected rather than printed
in a bulletin. We are still considering the CDC
advice and options for music at this time. We’ll
keep you posted on that. The sanctuary and
Narthex will need a thorough cleaning after the
worship service as Seguro comes into that space
after we leave. All of these extra things will

require more volunteers, so if you would like to help, please
contact Dave Lindgren at dslind011@comcast.net. You may
also call the church office, 253-927-6969, to volunteer.

2501 SW 320th St.
Federal Way, WA 98023
ChristLutheranFW.com

For those who cannot join us in-person or who feel
uncomfortable doing so, we’re working on an online option.
Ultimately we’re going to do our best to livestream the
in-person worship service so it can be watched online.
Again, these plans are unfolding. We’ll do our best to keep
everyone updated.
Finally, one of the most exciting aspects of this process is
imagining the worship service itself. CLC resident artist
Laura Olsen has a meaningful and creative way to mark this
return to the sanctuary, and she needs your help. In the
coming weeks, she will be inviting people to stop by church
and faithfully share in some creativity. Be on the lookout for
a message from her about this.

253-927-6969
oﬃce@christlutheranfw.com
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On Zoom
Sundays at 10:00am

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please get
in touch with me. The best way is email, pastormarietta@
christlutheranfw.com, or call the church office, 253-927-6969.
Pastor Marietta

Sprin
Clea -up
Saturda ,
Ma 15
The church grounds have many beautiful ﬂowers to be enjoyed
and weeded around. Washing the windows is on the agenda,
too. Please feel free to bring a lawn chair and engage in some
socially distanced, masked outside fellowship as well. Look for
more information on this project soon.
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May
Special Mother’s Day Virtual
Men’s and Women’s Breakfast
A Special Mother’s Day Virtual Men’s Breakfast will
be hosted Saturday, May 8th, at 9 am via Zoom.
As a special nod to the next day being Mother’s
Day, we’re inviting all of you men to your wives
and signiﬁcant others to join us. In addition, we’re
welcoming all of the ladies of the church to join us
virtually as well. We’ll collectively share special
memories of our Mothers along with the
traditional fellowship we enjoy on this special
weekend. Unfortunately, we aren’t quite there
when it comes to our in-person breakfasts, but
with each passing day, we get one day closer to
the old-fashioned, meet-me-in-the-church-kitchen
breakfast. In the meantime, however, we’ll do
what we can to stay healthy and safe and count
our abundance of blessings. So, pull up your
favorite breakfast and that hot cup of coﬀee and
join us!
Please see us there on Zoom by going to the
following link and entering the Meeting ID and
Password below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84398431137?pwd=TD
VwNHk3UE1sNlVhME41Y2xmV2grUT09
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Virtual Men’s and
Women’s Breakfast
9 am on Zoom

15
19
30

Spring Clean-Up
Save the date! More
information coming soon!

Life Line Screening
Please note that Life Line
Screening will be at CLC all
day on Wednesday, May 19th
please plan accordingly.

In-Person Worship
Save the date! More
information coming soon!

Transition Team Discussions
Beginning week of April 26th - your input is
needed for this very important, holy work!
See page 4

Meeting ID: 843 9843 1137

Congregation Art Project

Password: 003054

Join Laura during office hours (Tues - Thurs
from 10am - 2:30pm) to work on your piece,
or come by after worship on Sundays. If
there is interest, a few evenings can be
scheduled. See page 5

If you would like to call in from your phone:
253-215-8782 (Use the same Meeting ID and
Password as above). Hope to see you there!
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Transition Team
Update
Grace and Peace to you from God, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ.
The transition team is meeting twice a month or more,
and our primary goal is to conduct a self-study and
visioning process of our church and congregation in
order to complete the congregational proﬁle document
(the “Transition Proﬁle”). The team is tasked with
thinking about CLC’s purpose, identity, a clariﬁcation of
our mission, and how we can best move forward to
serve the needs of our Federal Way community. Once
complete, the transition team will share the document
with the call committee to help prepare them for the
call process.
We have been making good headway through the
Transition Proﬁle: reviewing our church documents
such as the constitution, strategic plan, reviewing
Project Imagine work, and reviewing the demographic
data of our community. We also reviewed our
ﬁnancials and our facility.
Now we are ready for the next step, the most
important portion of our work, which is to have
conversations with you. We need your input to answer
questions such as “What brought you here and what
keeps you here”, “How are we doing with our Church
Mission,” “What do we need to be doing today in order
to thrive in 5 years,” “What do you see as the greatest
need in our community?”
We will begin reaching out to you the week of April
26th to set up phone calls for individual conversations
or Zoom meetings for small group discussions. Your
thoughtful feedback is so important to our visioning
process, and we are excited to have these
conversations with you. Please consider these
conversations “judgement-free”; this is the time for all
congregation members to speak honestly and openly
about our future.
Thank you for your open hearts, and as always, for
your continued prayers and we work through this
process.

It’s always a good time for
Electronic Giving
Electronic giving has been a great
way to help us through the pandemic
by making member gifts dependable
and effortless. Give by the week,
bi-monthly or monthly – your choice!
If things change, your electronic
giving can be quickly adjusted upon
request. Just contact Tom Hagen at
253-952-2151 or
tom.hagen@comcast.net
If you still prefer to mail in your
offering and don’t have a pre-printed
church envelope, simply address
your offering to:

Christ Lutheran Church
2501 SW 320th St
Federal Way, WA 98023
Thank you in advance for continuing
to support Christ Lutheran with
yours!

Synod Assembly, 2021
The Southwest Washington Synod Assembly
will be held on May 14 and 15. Christ
Lutheran will be represented by Vic Tomono
and Guy Olsen. The assembly serves as a
governmental body to do the work of the
synod - the regional church body to which
Christ Lutheran belongs as part of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
During the assembly the delegates
(including Guy and Vic) will consider and
vote on a variety of matters, including
constitutional changes, a budget, and new
leaders. A full agenda can be viewed at:
https://lutheranssw.org/wp-content/uploads
/Recommended_Amendments_to_Synod_Co
nstitution_2019-for-2021-Assembly.pdf.
As the synod assembly meets, please keep
these leaders and our synod in your prayers.

Mary Hefty, Transition Team member
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Congregational Art Project resumes!
Transformation and Resurrection
(from caterpillar to butterﬂy)

It is time to complete the congregational art project begun in
Lent 2020. All ages and abilities are welcome! All you need are
“Sharpie” coloring skills (inside or outside of the lines), a
willingness to have fun, and to be surprised at the results. The
ﬁnal piece will be an installation spanning from the narthex into
the sanctuary, so the more participation, the more dynamically
and meaningfully the space can be ﬁlled. This installation will
serve as the liturgical art from our ﬁrst live worship service on
May 30 through Reformation Sunday - Oct. 31.
Supplies are available at the church. Join me during oﬃce
hours (Tues - Thurs from 10am - 2:30pm), or come by after
worship on Sundays. If there is interest, a few evenings can be
scheduled. It’s more fun to work in small groups (socially
distanced, of course), so bring a friend or two. We can
accommodate up to 8 people at a time. If you are unable to
come to the church, please call or send me an email, and I will
come to you, or arrange to have supplies delivered and picked
up when you are ﬁnished.
I hope you will enjoy contributing to this piece, and ﬁnd healing
in working together!
Laura Olsen - oﬃce@christlutheranfw.com

Butterﬂy Art Project background
Made in our Creator’s image:
Power to Create and REcreate
Change is hard. We humans tend to focus on and in our high-functioning logic, perhaps even
rightly resist - the negative aspects of change:
letting go of what we have. Loss is painful. The
unknown is scary. Our weakness is on display.

The caterpillar’s skin hardens and it becomes a
chrysalis (like a cocoon). Inside, the caterpillar
completely deconstructs, turns to goo, and
transforms into a whole new creature.

The caterpillar has much to teach us about
releasing and allowing ourselves to change.

Over a year ago when I began planning this
project, I had no idea how Covid would change
everything. “Living the Caterpillar Life” is much
less a metaphor and far more literal to what has
happened to our psyche. We had no idea that this
time of growth would be so profoundly diﬀerent
than ways we’ve been changed before. I don’t
know about you, but I’m still feeling pretty gooey.
I’m not ready to burst forth with the glorious
“to-da!” of a beautiful butterﬂy. What will it take to
bring me to that place of release? I can only trust
the process, and that healing will come.

A caterpillar spends its whole life eating and
growing, and outgrowing and shedding its skin
many times over. It has no idea that one of those
sheddings will be very diﬀerent from the ones
before. One day it gets into shedding position as
usual, but rather than wriggling out of the skin
that it has outgrown, something else happens.

Thanks be to God for community in Christ, where
we can walk together in times of change. Thanks
be to God that renewal is integral to life itself, and
nowhere is that more profoundly illustrated than
in Christ’s resurrection. And thanks be to God that
butterﬂies have a purpose, which could oﬀer us a
clue for hope: Butterﬂies lay eggs.

Choosing change doesn’t necessarily make it any
easier. Breaking a habit. Changing schools or jobs.
Moving to a new location. Transitioning from one
ministry to another.
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CLC Prayer
Chain on Zoom
Tuesdays 5:00am
Saturdays 1:00pm
The Christ Lutheran Prayer Chain meets on
Zoom every Tuesday at 5 am and, beginning
Jan. 9, at 1 pm on Saturdays, Please join CLC
member and Prayer Chain leader Tammy
Lam. This is a great way to jumpstart your
morning or bring peace to your weekend by
holding each other in prayers. It would be a
safe space for us to share and allow the Holy
Spirit to move us! The group meets for about
40 minutes. For information about this,
please email Tammy at
tammykind@gmail.com.
Join Tuesday Meeting on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89188505220?pw
d=TmlrUEUza0pnazRQS29mKzJWK2xkUT09
Join Saturday Meeting on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88236826934?pw
d=aWxQcVFJSFhyMWY4U1crS3NscG1wZz09

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
MAY
Greg Whitehead
Mark Lorenzen
Grant Costa
Dorothy Graham
Margie Wright
John Wilson
Robert Oeﬀner

May 1
May 5
May 17
May 19
May 19
May 26
May 30

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church oﬃce!

Zoom Church
Sundays at 10am
Join us for Worship
and stay for fellowship!
Click this link: https://rb.gy/ra9j9t
If prompted, enter the Meeting ID:
843 8928 8937
Password: 788257
YES! You can listen in on your phone:
253-215-8782
(When prompted, use Meeting ID
and Password above)

The CLC Choir is meeting online to sing
together on Sundays after worship. If you would
like to join this group and need more information
and help getting access to Jamulus, please email
Katie at music@christlutheranfw.com

June Newsletter Deadline

May 24
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Christ Lutheran Church
2501 SW 320th ST
Federal Way, WA 98023
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