Important dates:

CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Mar 28 - Palm Sunday
Apr 1-3 - Three Days activities (see p3)
Apr 4 - Easter Sunday

Apr 2021

The Sun Rises
LIGHT
In Italian, the phrase, “to give birth”
Literally means, “to bring into the light.”
A mother will labor for hours and days,
Breaking herself for you,
Whispering between fractured breaths,
“This is my body, broken for you.”
A mother will do this as long as it takes
So that you, her beloved,
Have a chance at life.
So that you, her beloved,
Can feel the warmth of the light.
And after all that pain,
The sun will rise.
The doctor will put a baby on her chest.
The mother will hold her child as if
Letting go is indeed physically impossible.
She will breathe easy,
And then she will whisper softly,
“All this time,

All these deep breaths…
It was love, again and again and again.”
It is childbirth,
But it is also resurrection.
A body broken.
Breath fractured.
A long night.
A sunrise.
Breath returned.
New life,
And a love that won’t let go.
Friends, maybe Easter is just God whispering,
“All this time,
All these deep breaths…
It’s been love, again and again and again.”
I think we’ve been standing in the light
all this time.
Now that I think of it, isn’t it warm?

-
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CLC Prayer Wall
As part of our Lenten practice, you are invited to add to
the CLC prayer wall. Thanks to Guy Olsen, Dave Lindgren
and Laura Olsen for creating the prayer wall based on our
Lenten theme, Again & Again. The prayer wall is placed
outside of the Narthex and will remain through Easter.
You are invited to stop by, write your prayer on some
black weaving material and weave the strip into the wall.
As part of this practice, you could consider these types of
prayers:
Prayers of supplication are earnest petitions to God
for healing, peace, wholeness, or hope.
Prayers of thanksgiving express gratitude and joy.
Prayers of lament oﬀer our grief, weariness, and
despair to God—openly & honestly.
Prayers of confession name our part in brokenness
and sin.

On Zoom
Sundays at 10:00am

Prayers of intercession express our prayers for the
needs of others. prayers of adoration display our deep
reverence for all that is holy.
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3/28 Palm Sunday - 10am on Zoom
4/1

(regular worship link)

Maundy Thursday
7pm with Calvary on Zoom (link below)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87382770497?pwd=ako3c3I4ZGZvcDNyOEc2OGRUVUhyQT09
Meeting ID: 873 8277 0497 Passcode: 628632

4/2

Good Friday
3-7pm Stations of the Cross - LIVE - at Christ Lutheran,
outside, under cover around the building
7pm Musical Meditations on the Cross with Calvary
on Zoom (link below)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87571249025?pwd=TXl5SWlFZHVnRGVYUDRuWmFmYU0rQT09
Meeting ID: 875 7124 9025 Passcode: 735935

4/3

Holy Saturday
1-2:30pm Pastors’ Anointing with Prayer - LIVE - at Calvary,
in their parking lot (2415 S. 320th Street)

4/4

Easter Sunday - 10am on Zoom

(regular worship link)
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Transition Team
Update
As we settle into Spring, we the members of
Christ Lutheran Church will reboot the
process of transitioning and calling a new
Pastor. This is a time for deep reﬂection. I
understand that for some folks, it could be
unsettling. After all, we have all been trying
our best to adjust to the challenges of the
pandemic. However, with the introduction of
vaccinations being administered in greater
numbers, the time has come to resume the
process. Naturally, any change adds a level of
uncertainty in our lives. My thoughts are that
we should turn to the power of the Holy Spirit
and our tradition of faith and prayer as we
display conﬁdence and an optimistic attitude
in a pursuit to our new path.
As you know, the members of the Transition
Team include Mary Hefty, Tom Hagen, Colleen
Adams, Christian Jaeger, and Guy Olsen. The
2021 Church Council includes Pastor Marietta,
Bill Wells, Kylie Whitehead, Dave Lindgren,
Tammy Lam, Janeen Whitehead, and Vic
Tomono. We are the appointed members of
Church Leadership. Please do not hesitate to
contact us and express your thoughts.
The Transition Team recently had a Zoom
meeting with the Bishop’s Associate, Pastor
Rebecca Shjerven for the ﬁrst meeting on
March 8th. Pastor Shjerven provided support
and gave instructions regarding the transition
process. The team is tasked with thinking
about CLC’s purpose, identity, a clariﬁcation of
our mission, and how we can best move
forward to serve the needs of our Federal Way
community. I believe that this is the time for
all congregation members to think honestly
and openly about the future. The team is
considering what questions to ask as they
interview church members.

The Transition Team members will contact
individuals and groups of members to discuss
your thoughts and concerns regarding the
future of the church as well as the qualities we
desire in our new Pastor. From time to time,
there will be newsletter articles (but, in the
future will be written by Transition Team
members) to promote good communication
amongst church members, in addition to
Announcements as needed at the beginning
of worship. I expect a ﬂow of ideas that will
perhaps take us in diﬀerent directions. There
could be the need for a thoughtful
reconciliation amongst our diversity of
thinking. In the end, it’s pretty much a group
undertaking and I pray that all members seek
understanding and patience.
The Transition Team will produce and publish
a ‘Church Proﬁle.’ What type of proﬁle will best
represent our church? The goal is that it fairly
reﬂects who we are today as a church moving
forward. And it will ultimately be uploaded to
the Southwest Washington Synod’s website.
Pastors’ looking to be called, can review the
proﬁle to gauge an interest in serving CLC. Of
course, all parties are searching to embrace a
‘suitable match,’ one that will generate a
dynamic, healthy relationship between Pastor
and church, a relationship that will engender
spiritual growth.
Once the Transition Team completes its
duties, the Call Team will be organized. This
team will be responsible for managing the
details related to the actual calling of a Pastor.
How long will these processes take? It’s almost
impossible to forecast. Assignments have a
way of generating their own ﬂow and will take
just as long as it’s going to take.
We, the Church Leadership are committed to
making spiritually-driven rational decisions.
Once again, it is my hope that we all pray for
spiritual guidance. Remember “We are the
little church that can.” (To borrow Tom’s
refrain).
Vic Tomono
Council President
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Journey to PSALM
by Bill Wells
With everything that has been going on in the
world over the past year, and with the loss of my
Sister-in-law last December I've been putting a lot
of thought into what the future looks like for me.
I'm looking at plans to retire near the end of the
summer, but Ellen has always been concerned that
I would have trouble if I didn't have things to do
that really caught my attention. I still like my job
and the people that I work with, but I've realized
that the way things are with my career trajectory at
this time I need to step aside and let some of the
younger folk have some of the fun and excitement
that I've been experiencing on the job.
One thing that I've been contemplating for quite
some time is the PSALM program that Laura and
Tammy have gone through. I was interested in
PSALM from the ﬁrst time that we heard about it,
but I was reluctant to pursue it because I didn't
think that I could give it enough time. Now that it
looks like I might have more time on my hands,
now looks like a good time. However, another
situation helped me to make the decision that now
might be the time. Every year or so I purchase a
few titles from the Great Courses (usually history,
math or technical courses). This year I purchased
the Old Testament and New Testament courses.
Several weeks ago I was looking into more
information on the PSALM program and found the
guide that shows the course curriculum choices. As
it turns out, the Great Courses Old and New
Testament courses are one of the options for the
ﬁrst two units of the program.
The interesting thing is that at the time I ordered
the courses I wasn't contemplating retiring this
early (I was still thinking about 2023) and I hadn't
considered PSALM yet. When I came across that
guide I realized that I may have been given a sign
earlier and not realized it until now.
I'm very excited to apply for the PSALM program.
I've been involved in lay ministry for a long time
and have done a lot of diﬀerent jobs from leading
worship to singing in choir and providing special
music. I think that the PSALM program will help me
be a better lay minister and help me share what is
special about Christ Lutheran Church with all of
you.
I thank you all for your prayers and support.

APRIL
Men’s Breakfast
We’ll hold our Christ Lutheran Monthly Men’s
Breakfast Saturday, April 10th, at 9 am via Zoom.
But take heart, loyal virtual diners, we get one day
closer to the old-fashioned, meet-me-in-thechurch-kitchen breakfast each day that passes. In
the meantime, however, we’ll play the hand we’re
dealt, count our abundance of blessings, and
relish the online fellowship we’ve become
accustomed to over the past year, at least for the
time being. So, pull up your favorite breakfast
and that hot cup of coﬀee and join us!
Please see us there on Zoom by going to the
following link and entering the Meeting ID and
Password below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84398431137?pwd=TD
VwNHk3UE1sNlVhME41Y2xmV2grUT09
Meeting ID: 843 9843 1137
Password: 003054
If you would like to call in from your phone:
253-215-8782 (Use the same Meeting ID and
Password as above). Hope to see you there!

Ready for Live Church?
Here are the synod’s pandemic transition
recommendations
As more and more of us become vaccinated and it
is safer to gather in groups again, Christ Lutheran
leadership will be considering how to implement
this as safely as possible. We will discuss this at the
April Church Council meeting on April 13. We will
be closely following the recommendations from
the Southwest Washington Synod. Please read
Bishop Richard Jaech’s letter of guidance and
information on the following pages.
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Pandemic Transition Recommendations
March 15, 2021
Dear Pastors and Deacons,
Thank you for your continuing hard work and pastoral care as we continue doing ministry in a
time of pandemic. Each day as I think about you, I am grateful for the determination and
creativity with which you are responding in this very exhausting time.
It seems clear that we are approaching another decision/transition point. Heading into March,
probably only six to eight of our congregations were having in-person, indoor worship. Now,
many of you are in conversation with your leadership about when to begin in-person worship
and some have already picked a date to start. The growing availability of vaccinations is
thankfully making in-person gathering possible in many venues, at least for some people.
(More about that below.) Furthermore, the frustration from months of isolation is pushing
many people to say, “It’s time!”
As you go through a decision-making process about the next stage for your congregation’s
ministry, I would like to offer some considerations. Many of these considerations were formed
and sharpened by last week’s discussion that we on Synod staff had with almost 40 pastors and
deacons. In that discussion, pastors and deacons informed one another of their current
worship practice, described the challenges and questions being faced, and shared ideas about
transitioning to more in-person worship.
Here are my considerations and recommendations:
1. I am thankful that all of our Synod congregations have acted in accordance with Washington
State guidelines. I ask that you continue to do so. Governor Inslee’s latest update states that,
on March 22, all areas will enter into Phase 3. Among other things, this will allow gatherings of
up to 50% of seating capacity. I recognize that, by judicial decision, churches in Washington
State are exempt from any seating limitation. However, I urge you to continue to maintain
cautious limits to your seating arrangements for the sake of everyone’s health. This definitely
includes proper social distancing, the wearing of face masks, limits on singing, and a safe
manner of receiving the Eucharist. Jesus reinforced that the two great commandments are,
“Love God!”, and, “Love your neighbor as yourself!” Both forms of love must be our highest
purpose and guide as we worship and work as congregations.
420 121st St S Tacoma, WA 98444 • 253-535-8300 • swwsynod@plu.edu• www.lutheranssw.org
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2. I applaud so many of you who are having in-depth conversations with your leadership and
church members about how to proceed. As many of you have told me, it’s common for church
members to have different ideas and opinions about when and how to gather for in-person
worship. While the arrival of vaccinations is definitely a blessing, it also complicates group
dynamics. Some church members are now vaccinated and are feeling protected. Others are
not yet vaccinated and still feeling very vulnerable. Still others are vaccinated, but prefer to
wait longer before returning to in-person worship. Rather than making quick decisions, it is
wise for you and your leadership to check in with as many members as possible.
This “polling” will provide you with helpful information and will also help members know that
their voice is heard and respected. Your questions can include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

How are you doing?
Would you like to come back to in-person worship and, if so, are you physically able to
do so?
Have you been able to worship with us online?
If we start in-person worship, will you prefer to continue worshipping online for a time?
Have you been able to get vaccinated?
Would you like our help in getting your vaccination?

3. Your emerging plans for worship and church gatherings must be safe not only for church
members, but also for church staff. For example, if 80% of your members have been vaccinated
and are eager to start up in-person worship, church staff and worship leaders still should not be
forced to begin in-person worship if they have not been vaccinated and continue to be at risk.
It is legitimate for church staff to say, “In the same way that we have been caring for each other
so far in this pandemic, we need you to now care for us as staff until we, too, have been
vaccinated, hopefully within two months.” Each pastor or deacon has the right to act within
their own sense of what is safe. For some this will mean having no in-person worship for an
additional amount of time. For other pastors and deacons, it will feel safe to begin in-person
worship regulated by very cautious guidelines.
4. When you do decide to begin in-person worship, there must be a thorough plan that will be
carried out by leadership and volunteers for everybody’s safety. Congregations who have
started in-person worship are doing the following:
At the door have:
• Regular greeters.
• Someone to take temperatures.
• Someone to remind people to put on their masks. (This should be someone other than
the pastor, so that the pastor doesn’t have to play the role of security guard.)
• Ushers who will help people find seats that are safely distanced from each other.
During the service:
• No singing, but perhaps humming a limited number of verses.
• A worship leader or soloist can sing, if at a safe distance and masked.
• No hugging and no hand-shaking during the Sharing of Peace.
• If the Eucharist is celebrated, a safe means of distributing pre-packaged elements.

•

On restroom doors, there should be instructions for one person at a time.

After the service:
•

A cleaning crew should do a thorough cleaning of all trafficked areas.

Some churches have had success with distributing a “COVID Time and Talent Sheet”, as a means
of recruiting all these volunteers.
5. It is probable that many of you, for many good reasons, will continue providing online
worship, even as you begin some form of in-person worship. This can easily become “double
work” for pastors and deacons. It is legitimate for you to ask your congregation to provide
technical help, hired or volunteer, rather than carry this extra load by yourself.
Once again, I want to thank you for all of the hard work and pastoral care you are providing.
With Holy Week approaching, I’m sure that the list of tasks grows even longer and more
exhausting. I am praying that the Holy Spirit will fill you each day with extra strength, wisdom,
and healing. Please contact me if you have any questions, if I can help you in any way, or for
emotional or spiritual support.
In Christ,

Bishop Rick Jaech

CLC Prayer
Chain on Zoom
Tuesdays 5:00am
Saturdays 1:00pm
The Christ Lutheran Prayer Chain meets on
Zoom every Tuesday at 5 am and, beginning
Jan. 9, at 1 pm on Saturdays, Please join CLC
member and Prayer Chain leader Tammy
Lam. This is a great way to jumpstart your
morning or bring peace to your weekend by
holding each other in prayers. It would be a
safe space for us to share and allow the Holy
Spirit to move us! The group meets for about
40 minutes. For information about this,
please email Tammy at
tammykind@gmail.com.
Join Tuesday Meeting on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89188505220?pw
d=TmlrUEUza0pnazRQS29mKzJWK2xkUT09
Join Saturday Meeting on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88236826934?pw
d=aWxQcVFJSFhyMWY4U1crS3NscG1wZz09

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
APRIL
Laura Olsen
Kylie Whitehead
Stan Tiedeman
Will Stone
Anna Wells

April 11
April 14
April 25
April 28
April 30

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church oﬃce!

Zoom Church
Sundays at 10am
Join us for Worship
and stay for fellowship!
Click this link: https://rb.gy/ra9j9t
If prompted, enter the Meeting ID:
843 8928 8937
Password: 788257
YES! You can listen in on your phone:
253-215-8782
(When prompted, use Meeting ID
and Password above)

The CLC Choir is meeting online to sing
together on Sundays after worship. If you would
like to join this group and need more information
and help getting access to Jamulus, please email
Katie at music@christlutheranfw.com

May Newsletter Deadline

April 24
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