Important dates:
Dec 9 & 16 - Midweek Advent Gatherings
Dec 12 - Men’s Breakfast - all are invited!
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve - 7pm on Zoom
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What is The Gospel?
Many of you probably know that I’m in the last
year of seminary. Yay! I am a distance learner with
Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa.
In this final year we are required to take an
advanced theology class called The Contemporary
Crisis of Defining and Confessing the Gospel. As
we have progressed through this semester, we’ve
grappled with a series of questions.
There are too many to list, but here are a few that I
have found particularly intriguing: Is there a crisis
in defining and confessing the gospel? Is it
peculiar to today? How would you define the
gospel? What is the place of other world religions
in your understanding of the gospel? What, then,
is the Christian gospel that is to be preached and
confessed in a world of competing religious and
non-religious alternatives?
I offer these questions to you now, in this final
month of 2020, as an invitation to reflect on this
unprecedented year in our individual lives and our
life together. Competing narratives and variations
on truth ring in our ears and overrun our lives.

How do we sort out what matters? Where do we
focus our attention and our energy? What
dominates our lives? Martin Luther wrote in the
Large Catechism, when explaining the First
Commandment (I am the Lord your God. You
shall have no other gods before me) “that now, I
say, upon which you set your heart and put
your trust is properly your god.” This is a good
word as we try to sort out just what we believe
and confess about the Good News of the Gospel
of God in Christ Jesus. Where do we put our
hearts and our trust? How does that help us
define and confess the Gospel?
As I wrestle with these questions myself, I am
reminded by 1 Peter 3:15-16:
(B)ut in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to
anyone who demands from you an accounting
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and reverence.
Peace, Pastor Marietta

Support Decatur Staff!

URGENT NEED:
Support Decatur High School Staff
As Winter Break and Christmas approaches, we want to send
Decatur High School staff a thank you note and small gift
card to treat themselves after they’ve worked so hard all
semester. Our goal is a thank you note and $5 gift card to
each of the 103 staff members at the school. We need 56 more
$5 gift cards (any local coffee shop) and 77 more written
thank you notes. We have a lot of blank notes that we can
hand out to folks who are willing to write notes. Please
contact pastormarietta@christlutheranfw.com if you would
like some blank notes. If you have gift cards to contribute or
want to make a donation toward buying them, send them
into the office at 2501 SW 320th Street, Federal Way, WA
98023. You may also drop by the church office on Sundays
after worship until 3 pm or Tuesdays between 11 and 3 pm.

Fear Less!
An Advent Bible Study for 2020
This Advent, let’s spend some time
with your friends from Christ
Lutheran and one of the most
frequent phrases in the Bible: fear
not. We will look at passages in the
Bible that address fear and how God in Christ Jesus through
the power of the Holy Spirit comes alongside us in these times
that are uncertain. Pastor Marietta will lead this group, which
will meet for an hour on Wednesday nights beginning at 6:30.
On Dec. 2 we will study Isaiah 43:1-7; on Dec. 9 we will study
Mark 5:21-43; and on Dec. 16 we will look at 1 Peter 3:8-18.
The Zoom link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82681475152?pwd=b0t3NUQ3Vk
xhS3ZiY2ZDT2MyKzFFdz09
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Midweek Advent Gatherings
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Drop-In Pastoral Care Hours
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Join Pastor Marietta and your CLC
friends as we explore in a Bible study
what it means to Fear Less.
6:30 pm on Zoom

Pastor Marietta will hold drop-in pastoral care hours in CLC’s parking lot on
Dec 6 from Noon to 2 pm. Feel free to stop by for a short chat or a long visit.
Bring your own chair if that’s preferable, or borrow one from the church. No
worries if it’s a little wet. We’ll wear our rain gear and maybe even get out an
umbrella or two.

Midweek Advent Gatherings
6:30 pm on Zoom
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Men’s Breakfast all are invited!

21

Choir Rehearsal

Midweek Advent Gatherings
6:30 pm on Zoom

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm on Zoom

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
Isaiah 9:2

Saturday, 9:00 am on Zoom
(see page 6)

7:30 pm on Zoom

24
Christmas
Eve Worship
Join us on Zoom
beginning at 7 p.m.
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Status Report
Our annual Fall stewardship campaign has
produced some inspiring stories from our
members over the past several weeks. These
stories have spoken to the joy and importance of
giving, including sacrificial giving to return to
God the abundance he has provided us – his
loving grace in action in our lives!
On November 22nd, Commitment Sunday, we
returned our Statements of Intent for the
Creating a Culture of Generosity Fall
Stewardship Campaign. Thank you so much to
those who have responded to date. We are truly
witnessing significant generosity from our
members that will help fuel our inspirational
ministries in our community and beyond in
2021.
Thus far, 12 Statements of Intent were received
and 11 of these indicated an increase in giving
for the coming year. Notably, several of you
indicated you would begin this new level of
giving immediately. Financially, including
those not yet submitting their Statements of
Intent but who are committed to regular
electronic giving, we have commitments for
about 93% of the total dollar amount of last
year’s pledges. Most of that difference is
attributed to cheerful givers who have left our
congregation due to moves, but some is due to
members who generally pledge, but from whom
we have not yet received Statements of Intent.
As you might expect, we have more progress to
be made and there’s still time to do so. First,
some of you have yet to return your Statements
of Intent. Please do so and, if you do not desire
to commit via the Statement of Intent form you
received in the mail, simply return it marked “I
do not desire to pledge” so we can track our
responses. If you are giving via electronic
giving, you can just let Tom Hagen know
whether you’d like to increase your giving
amounts and he will get the change form to you.

For those of you who aren’t already doing so,
remember we still have a Challenge Gift from
one of our members that will be triggered
when we subscribe just 5 more members to
sign up for electronic giving. Let’s not leave
several hundred dollars “on the table” when
that goal is well within our reach!
If you were unable to return your Statement
of Intent last week, you can still send it in to
the church this week. We’ll be following up
with those of you we haven’t heard from or
you can simply email tom.hagen@comcast.net
and your intent will be recorded from the
email. For those of you thinking about tax
implications of your charitable giving for
2020, because of special provisions due to the
pandemic, you should be aware that even if
you do not itemize your deductions, you can
claim an additional $300 deduction.
This past year has been full of challenges and
no doubt 2021 will present us with more of
those. Your giving is pivotal to the life of
Christ Lutheran Church and, as you’ve
witnessed, your awesome Church Council
and Treasurer have done a masterful job of
navigating these challenges and sustaining
our ministries. Please remember that your
Statement of Intent is not binding, but is used
for us to proclaim our faith, and to help the
congregational leadership in making plans for
the all-important coming year.
Thank you all for embracing our Culture of
Generosity here at Christ Lutheran!
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Singing apart - together!

Through a new computer software, Jamulus,
and the hard work of Director of Music Katie
Stevenson and her husband, Brian Fiehler,
the CLC Choir is meeting online to sing including rehearsals, recordings and even
live during worship! If you would like to
join this group and need more information
and help getting access to Jamulus, please
email Katie at music@christlutheranfw.com

Interested in
working on
aﬀordable
housing?
Calvary Lutheran Church member
Kathleen Parks is seeking people to
serve on a task force to look for ways to
create affordable housing opportunities
in Federal Way. This is part of the SW
Washington Synod’s effort as well. If
you are interested in working on this,
please contact Kathleen at 253-263-4678
or email her at
kathleenfparks@hotmail.com.

CLC
Prayer
Chain
Join the CLC Prayer Chain
CLC member Tammy Lam is hosting a prayer
chain on Zoom each Tuesday morning at 5 a.m.
This is a great way for us to jumpstart our
morning holding each other in prayers. It
would be a safe space for us to share and allow
the Holy Spirit to move us! The group meets
for about 40 minutes.
Tammy is also adding another time to meet
beginning in January. This will be on
Saturdays at 1 p.m. More to come soon on the
specific start date for this group. For
information about this, please email Tammy at
tammykind@gmail.com.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7480370059?pwd
=a2dEbS9VTHVlM1c1YjMwV0IrZ0dlQT09

THANK YOU for your
offerings of cards and
money for Diane Putts,
who for more than 25
years, served Christ
Lutheran as the nursery
attendant. We collected
$550 and a number of cards
from families who she
cared for over the years.
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Come one, come all to the monthly breakfast!
Let us all share the joy of the season
as we prepare for birth
of our Lord and Savior!

The monthly Christ Lutheran Men’s Breakfast will be held
virtually Saturday morning, December 12th at 9 am. This
month we again would like to invite the entire
congregation to participate as part of our holiday
celebrations.
Of course, it’s still happening via Zoom, but the friendship
and conversations are still great food for the soul. As for
the food for the stomach, that part is BYOF (Bring Your
Own Food) celebration of community. Grab a cup of
coffee and your internet machine and join us! After all, it’s
not about the food; it’s about giving thanks for our
abundance and especially for you and us together sharing
a morning of fellowship and friends.
Please join us on Zoom by going to the following link:

No Better Time Than Now
for Electronic Giving
Now is a great time to enroll in
electronic giving to fulfill your
Statement of Intent for the coming
year. Electronic giving has been a
great way to help us through the
pandemic by making member gifts
dependable and effortless. Give by
the week, bi-monthly or monthly –
your choice! If things change, your
electronic giving can be quickly
adjusted upon request. Just contact
Tom Hagen at 253-952-2151 or
tom.hagen@comcast.net
If you still prefer to mail in your
offering and don’t have a pre-printed
church envelope, simply address
your offering to:

Christ Lutheran Church
2501 SW 320th St
Federal Way, WA 98023
Thank you in advance for continuing
to support Christ Lutheran with
yours!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84398431137?
pwd=TDVwNHk3UE1sNlVhME41Y2xmV2grUT09
If you are prompted, enter the Meeting ID and Password below:
Meeting ID: 843 9843 1137
Password: 003054
If you would like to call in from your phone: 253-215-8782 (Use
the same Meeting ID and Password as above).

Come celebrate each other together, join in the conversation,
and enjoy the camaraderie in this Christ Lutheran
community of faith virtual gathering! If you’re joining us
and/or need additional details or help signing into Zoom,
please contact Tom Hagen at tom.hagen@comcast.net or
253-988-2515 and we’ll try to resolve them.

Hope to see you there!

FREE COVID-19
testing in Federal Way!
Free drive-through and walk-up
testing will be available from
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Mondays-Saturdays at the
Weyerhaeuser King County
Aquatic Center in Federal Way!
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ZOOM TIP: Join a recurring meeting
Once you’ve attended a meeting — Sunday Worship,
Bible Study, Choir Rehearsal — just use Meeting history
to join again!

1
2
3

Launch Zoom
Click
Join a
Meeting:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
December
Laurie Heinz

December 8

Katie Stevenson

December 12

Jayson Hernandez-Henegen
December 25

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church oﬃce!

Zoom Church
Then click the down-arrow

Sundays
at 10:00am
Join us for Worship
and stay for fellowship!
Click this link: https://rb.gy/ra9j9t
If prompted, enter the Meeting ID:
843 8928 8937
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Password: 788257

A menu of recently attended
meetings appears - choose
from the list!

YES! You can listen in on your phone:
253-215-8782
(When prompted, use Meeting ID
and Password above)

Jan. Newsletter Deadline

December 18
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Christ Lutheran Church
2501 SW 320th ST
Federal Way, WA 98023
ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED
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