CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:

Summer 2020

Sundays at 10am Worship on Zoom

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus!
I don’t know about you, but the life of a stable, predictable world
has disappeared for the time being. It was hard enough before, it
was difficult with the COVID-19 virus, unemployment. . . and
then Black Lives Matter. I was sitting on the back porch, June’s
sunshine in the cool evening, a robin singing over the fence.
Thinking about how confused things have gotten and then I remembered some lines from a John Denver song back in ‘76.
There are great truths swirling around us and great untruths too.
We cling to God’s truth. We might even wonder if God has surprising ways to get the humanity’s attention. But pain, death, disease and suffering is not of God. Black Lives Matter is a centuries
old cry of pain. Christian responses to that pain and lament are
faithful living into God’s purpose and truth. Yes, humanity
moves toward righteousness and well-being in fits and starts. But
the arch has to bend toward equal justice for all people. We are in
a time of movement, a national confession of sin. A time for reflection, action and a time to stop and rebuild our society. Christian ethics and morality always play out in public view. All Christians need to separate from racism. All too often racism has used
faith as a shield. Choices between the wise and the fools. Look at
the books of Proverbs and James. Scriptures say choose life,
choose wisely. Here we stand.

“But knowin' who to listen
to, is somethin' else again
Words just whistle around
my head
like seasons in the wind...
In searchin' for the way to go
I've followed all the rules
The way they say to choose
between the wise men and
the fools
I listened to the words they
say
I read what I should read
I do whatever's right to do
Try to be what I should be…”
“Come and Let Me Look In Your Eyes” Words by
John Denver and Joe Henry, Copyright 1976 –
Cherry Lane Music Co. On RCA Victor - 1976
LP “Spirit” track 1. For non-commercial use only.

Keeping hope alive —continued
1

Christ Lutheran News—Summer 2020

Keeping hope alive —continued

2501 SW 320th St.
Federal Way, WA 98023
ChristLutheranFW.com

253-927-6969
office@christlutheranfw.com
Staff
Interim Pastor .............. Rev. Mark Peterson
pastormark@christlutheranfw.com
Pastoral crisis outside of
office hours: (509) 989-1200
Office Manager ......................... Laura Olsen
Music Director.................... Katie Stevenson
Nursery Director........................ Diane Putts
Custodian .......................... Esmeralda Lopez

Church Council
“Changing of the Guard” - Feb. 11
President ..................................... Guy Olsen
Vice President ........................... Vic Tomono
Secretary .......................... Kylie Whitehead
Treasurer........................ Janeen Whitehead
At-Large, Pos. 1 ......................... Pam Wilson
At-Large, Pos. 2 ..................... Dave Lindgren

For Christ Lutheran, the challenges of being the church in such a
time have settled into Zoom worship and study. Phone calls and
emails, newsletters and trying to keep in touch. A few volunteering to work alone in the church gardens and building. It’s
going to be this way for a while. I know we are tired and want it
to end. Our council looked at the data and decided that the best
time to think about a limited use of our building is going to be
during King County’s Phase Three (not the religious guidelines,
which move faster than public safety.) We are heeding our wise
voices who remind us we are free to not to rush, free to be responsible. I hope you can celebrate that we have great leadership in your council with calm and deliberate thinking. We want
to look out for your safety and your life. We are convinced our
role is to preserve life, that is what Jesus wants us to do.
We also give thanks for the financial support you give to our
congregation. Having said that, we must also honestly say these
aren’t sustainable times. The virus has shown the cracks in our
financial sidewalk and, even with the government loans we
hope will be forgiven, we will continue to dip into our reserves.
What this means for a call process, the ability to afford a new
pastor and how we do ministry is both interesting and unknown. There are options before us, but like the rest of the
world right now, nothing is the same as before. Like our nation,
it’s a time to find what works and to keep hope alive. This is a
time to experiment with new models of being a church. To listen
for the voice of God’s spirit crying out in these days of wilderness. And to dream divine dreams, try to be what we should be
– preparing one day to step into this new world with confidence. These are the days. . .
In Christ,
Pastor Mark

SW WA Synod Staff
Summer Sermons
The sermon for July 26th
will be by Pastor Rebecca
Shjerven!

ONLINE
Sundays at 10:00am
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Join us on Zoom at 10:00am
Details on page 3
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Council Corner
Hello friends!
Well, here we are in July. I hope that you are all
having a wonderful summer, notwithstanding
the unusual situation we find ourselves in. We're
still in "lockdown," socially distancing, wearing
masks, and meeting remotely through the advantage of modern technology.

In-person
worship
It's difficult to predict
when conditions will allow us to resume inperson worship according to state requirements,
but we are making plans
for it. It is becoming clear
that, whenever it resumes, gathering for inperson worship will not
look the same as it used to,
at least not for a while.

Call process
I'm sure that many of you are wondering where
we are in the call process. When we "shut down,"
we all assumed that it would be for a short time,
and that the most prudent approach was to temporarily suspend action until we were either back
to normal, or had a clearer picture of the future. It
now seems clear that we will not have that luxury, and that we must proceed to faithfully pilot
our boat in the seas we
have been given.
Meanwhile, we should be
proud of the way we have
improvised, adapted and
continue to look after one
another.
Blessings,
Guy Olsen
CLC Council President

Sundays
10:00am
Join us for Worship
with your coffee,
in your jammies—
and stay for fellowship!
Go to the following link:

h t t p s : / / r b . g y/ r a 9 j 9 t
Enter the Meeting ID:

843 8928 8937
Password:

788257
YES! You can listen in on your
phone: 253-215-8782
(When prompted, use Meeting ID and
Password above)
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Electronic Giving
We’ve all committed to
sustaining our staff and
operations during this
time when worshiping in
person is impossible.
Sometimes it seems as if
everything has “gone
online.” Much as we
would rather see each
other in person, that
online approach is often a
good “safe haven” as we battle the COVID-19
pandemic by social distancing via the internet.
Online or not, we still have our community of
faith with no shortage of spiritual, social and financial needs. In the latter case, the financial
needs, you can help yourself and our church by
enrolling in our Electronic Giving program to ensure your offering gifts are timely, efficiently, and
reliably helping our church each month, all without the fuss of remembering to write a check or
having to find the envelope or stamp to mail or
deliver it to the church.
As we continue with our pandemic precautions
and protocols, we also continue our efforts
through God’s grace to carry out our mission.
Consider Electronic Giving as one of the tools
that will help you and our church accomplish
that mission. If you aren’t already on electronic
giving, but would either like to be or would like
further information about it, please contact
Tom Hagen at 253-952-2151 or
tom.hagen@comcast.net. If you still prefer to
mail in your offering and don’t have a preprinted church envelope, simply address your
offering to:
Christ Lutheran Church,
2501 SW 320th St
Federal Way, WA 98023
As always, our entire community of faith within
and beyond our walls benefits from our time, talent, and treasure. Thank you in advance for continuing to support Christ Lutheran with yours!
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The Enduring Significance of
Christ Lutheran Church’s Core
Values (Part 5 of 5)
Over the past few months, we featured Love, Discipleship, Stewardship, and, most recently, Worship,
as four of our five core values. These are each succinct, descriptive fundamental beliefs of our Christ
Lutheran Church family. This month we highlight
our final core value: Celebration.

Celebration
We enjoy the Lord with each other. We serve God
out of love, believing that life is best when experienced together, spending time with one another.
We want to show how much God loves everyone
by lifting-up our spirits and letting all in our
church and beyond in our communities know how
much they are appreciated by us and our benevolent Creator.
Although we are in the midst of a pandemic and
encumbered by stay at home, social distancing and
other safety directives, our faith allows us to celebrate even in the darkest of times, knowing that
our Lord and Savior is always with us, always
there to help us in our moments of greatest need.
As we work our way through the pandemic and all
the alterations to our “normal lives,” we realize
that there is much to celebrate everyday: our God,
our family, our friends, our community of faith, the
promise of new and eternal life – and many more
things – all cause for celebration. We will celebrate
anew when we can once again meet in person to
continue our mission as “Disciples of Christ sent to
love and serve the Lord” and our world. But don’t
wait! Celebrate your life and all the blessings God
has bestowed upon you! Share that celebration
with a family member or friend - you won’t run
out of reasons to celebrate!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
JUNE

Men’s Breakfast + All Who
Can Eat
The monthly Christ Lutheran Men’s Breakfast is going
strong although we’re still missing the kitchen cooking duties. We’ll continue our somewhat altered breakfast tradition Saturday morning, August 8th at 9 am when we’ll
once again celebrate food, fun, and fellowship via Zoom.
However, we’re cranking it up a notch in August by inviting all members of the congregation to join in the Saturday
morning BYOF (Bring Your Own Food) celebration of community. For the timid of heart, it’s VERY informal and if all
you want to have is a cup of coffee, that’s fine with us! It’s
not about the food; it’s about you and us together to share
a morning of fellowship. And, as I like to say, you can even
wear your onesie or those special little pink bunny or Seahawk slippers you never wear in public!

Elizabeth Lien

June 14

Guy Olsen

June 15

Lizzy Clarkson

June 28

Ann Jaeger

June 28

Eric Olsen

June 29

JULY
Trudy Sorensen

July 7

Bill Wells

July 11

Christian Jaeger

July 19

Tom Hagen

July 20

Jon Hernandez-Henegen
Dave Lindgren

July 20

July 26

AUGUST
Sue O’Brien

August 4

Jim Short

August 15

Lillian Morlan

August 15

Just like worship these days, please join us there on Zoom
by going to the following link and entering the Meeting ID
and Password below:

Mary Hefty

August 20

Peggy Hefty

August 23

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84398431137?

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

pwd=TDVwNHk3UE1sNlVhME41Y2xmV2grUT09
Meeting ID: 843 9843 1137
Password: 003054
If you would like to call in from your phone:
253-215-8782 (Use Meeting ID and Password above)
Come celebrate each other together, join in the conversation, and enjoy the camaraderie in this Christ Lutheran
community of faith virtual gathering! If you’re joining us
and/or need additional details or help signing into Zoom,
please contact Tom Hagen at tom.hagen@comcast.net or
253-988-2515 and we’ll try to resolve them. Hope to see
you there!

SEPT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE: 8/24
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