CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:
May 9 - Virtual Men’s Breakfast
May 10 - 10:00am Worship Live with Zoom

The Seattle Times had an essay
last Sunday on how our generation compares to those World
War II sacrifices that the Greatest Generation had to make. The
title was “Americans are being
asked to sacrifice — have we
forgotten how?” It pointed to
the most recent protests over
wearing masks and limiting
large groups and compared that
protest to the way the public
sacrificed during the World
War II. That generation faced
shortages, gas rationing, rubber
drives, food supply issues, restrictions of every sort. Gold
Star mothers who lost a son or
daughter. But they rose above
the confusion to see a greater
purpose: a patriotism of sacrifice. It was a part of being
American.
As a pastor, I’ve been pondering the whole idea of discipline.
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How do we live together?
Christian faith goes beyond nationalism. Christians live disciplined lives. We believe in selfcontrol, battling the power of
sin in our own souls. When we
live in community, that discipline is for the good of us all. It
protects the peace among us. It
grants the gift of security for us
all. We know that individualism, while right and proper in
its place, can also be a disguise
for self-centeredness. And being
self-centered is the very definition of sin.
Martin Luther called that internal self-centeredness by a name.
The Old Adam and Eve who
thought that they knew better
than God what to do with the
gift of life. Their rebellion
against the gracious goodness of
God in the name of self. A worship of the false gods who try to

put their stamp on our hearts. Is
Christianity’s public character
fading in this time? There are
wonderful acts of compassionate courage in food banks, caring conversations and churches
working to spread good news.
Yet I sometimes wonder how
the teachings of faith have diminished in our public convictions. Simply put: Have we forgotten discipline as a moral virtue? G.K. Chesterton’s quote is
on my mind: “Christianity has
The Spirit God gave us —continued

“For the Spirit God gave
us does not make us
timid, but gives us power,
love and self-discipline.”
2 Timothy 1:7
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The Spirit God gave us —continued

not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult
and not tried.”
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It takes discipline to defeat that self-centered part of our hearts.
Because even in the good times among good people, there is a
battle inside of us. Testing and temptation. Anxiety and worry.
Fear and hate. Things that work to defeat the will of God. The
Spirit gives the gift of discipline to live a Christian life of moderation and hope in the face of the moment.
When I look at our world at this moment, I see that discipline
isn’t a universal virtue. It’s hard enough for your own self to be
disciplined and we humbly confess it doesn’t always happen.
But for all the talk of freedoms and rights now, let’s define it
first. Freedom is a wonderful thing, but Lutherans have a great
definition. As usual, we have two truths that have to be kept
locked together to make a greater truth. “A Christian is an utterly free person, lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is an utterly dutiful person, servant of all, subject to all.”
So we stay at home and safe, servant of our neighbors, living in
that Christian discipline for our safety and the safety of our
neighbors. It’s difficult, almost crushing at times. But we are doing well. I remember those Gold Star Mothers sacrifices . . . this
is nothing. We are hard pressed on all sides, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair (2 Corinthians 4:8). God’s people
have faced far worse.

Keep the faith and pray for those servants at risk,
Pastor Mark

Church Council

GOT ZOOM?
Go to:
Zoom.us

“Changing of the Guard” - Feb. 11
President ..................................... Guy Olsen
Vice President ........................... Vic Tomono
Secretary .......................... Kylie Whitehead
Treasurer........................ Janeen Whitehead
At-Large, Pos. 1 ......................... Pam Wilson
At-Large, Pos. 2 ..................... Dave Lindgren

ONLINE
Sundays at 10:00am
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Sign up & use
ZOOM for free!
Video tutorials are on
their website!

It’s not magic!
Zoom lets you video chat with
much more than a bunch of
friends all at the same time!
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Great day to all of you!
Well, we're several paces into this new journey,
and still getting used to our new surroundings.
Social-distancing, stay-at-home orders, record unemployment, metered-entry and one-way aisles
in grocery stores, a school-year cut short, remote
worship gatherings... it's a very different world
for us than it was just six months ago. The changes are dizzying at times.
Yet some remain, blessedly, unchanged. It's the
end of April; we have beautiful, sunny days alternating with dark, stormy days and “mystery box”
days of random showers from blue skies. The
birds chirp, the flowers bloom, the pollen pierces
and the grass grows uncontrollably. It's the Easter
season explosion of life; the flora and fauna of
God's creation doing a grand floor show for us.
(For me, it also brings to mind the scent of cut
grass on a leather baseball mitt, but that's another
issue… sigh)
And, of course, discipleship at Christ Lutheran
Church goes on, unbent and undaunted. The
CLC teams and servants have been busy bees.
The Pastor, staff and Worship Team have facilitated online Sunday worship services since
March 22, as well as Holy Week services. They
are still 'feeling out" what worship style and technology works best and most efficiently.
A church team of "Technology Shepherds" is
working on facilitating online Worship access to
everyone.
Pastor Peterson has begun online Bible study
(Zoom, Wednesdays 7:00pm! Ya gotta do this!))
The Property committee is still checking on the
building and maintaining the grounds (BIG
SHOUT OUT TO LAURIE HEINZ AND TOM
HAGEN!)
Finance committee, authorized by the Council,
has applied for a Small Business loan through the
Payroll Protection Plan of the CARE Act. (Please
see separate article.)

Zoom Events Schedule
Bible Study

Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm

Zoom Practice (& Social Hour)
Thursday, May 7 at 7:00pm
Friday, May 8 at Noon

Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, May 9 at 9:00am

Worship

Sunday, May 10 at 10:00am

Invitations to Zoom Events are sent via email
or eNews. If you have not received an invitation for a Zoom event, please let Laura know office@christlutheranfw.com
Countless church members have stepped forward
to offer their assistance, encouragement and helpful advice.
Church admin Laura Olsen is maintaining office
operations while also now maintaining a lap for
her cat.
We do what we do, as best we can do, leaning on
each other but standing on faith; praying to God
but saved through Jesus; giving thanks for our
bounty, each other's fellowship, and for our salvation.
Please be sure to read these important contributions to this newsletter:
“The Spirit God Gave Us” by Pastor Peterson
“The Enduring Significance of Christ Lutheran’s
Core Values” by Tom Hagen
Quarterly Financial Report to the Congregation,
prepared by Treasurer Janeen Whitehead
Peace,
Guy Olsen
President, CLC Council
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1st Quarter Financial Report

Sign up for electronic giving...
If you aren’t on electronic
giving, but would either
like to be or would like
further information about
it, please contact Tom
Hagen at 253-952-2151 or
tom.hagen@comcast.net.

...Or mail in your
offering!
If you prefer to mail in
your offering and don’t
have a pre-printed
church envelope, just let
Tom or Laura know or
simply address your offering to :
Christ Lutheran Church
2501 SW 320th St
Federal Way, WA 98023
While there are many uncertainties associated
with this pandemic, you
can be certain that your
time, talents and treasure
all very much still matter
at Christ Lutheran. Thank
you in advance for your
continued support and
prayers for all in our
community of faith!
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At the annual meeting this year it was stated that the council would update the congregation on the church finances quarterly, we want to be as
transparent as possible. April 30th was the last day of the 1st fiscal quarter. As you might imagine, having to close our doors with the State order “stay at home“ we are having the same challenges that everyone is
having. How do we pay our bills with less income? Our first course of
action was to lower bills wherever possible. Obviously we don’t need to
turn the heat on when the building is sitting empty. We have also
reached out to our mortgage provider and are only paying the interest
payment and deferring the principle. We have asked committees to put
a hold on any spending (we can’t meet anyway). And finally we have
applied for the small business payroll protection program. As you may
have heard the first set of funds went fast but congress has approved another $310 billion. It is a long shot but definitely worth the try. We will
see if we get approved. Please remember that even though we are currently unable to meet in person at our building the bills still come in and
still need to be paid. If you are able, please continue to support the
church with your monthly or weekly giving. The mailbox is being
checked daily. Blessings to everyone, I pray that you and your families
and friends all stay healthy during this scary time.
Janeen Whitehead
February

March

April

1st Quarter totals

Deposits
Offering
Buliding use

$8,257.00
$1,550.00

$10,490.00
$1,878.28

$6,405.00
$1,050.00

$25,152.00
$4,478.28

other
interest
Total Income

$37.72
$0.09
$9,844.81

$3.00
$0.80
$12,372.08

$0.00
$0.00
$7,455.00

$40.72
$0.89
$29,671.89

Expenses
Beyond our church
Building

$25.00
$1,495.25

$25.00
$883.00

$63.00
$844.21

$113.00
$3,222.46

Financial fees
Office/Coffee
Payroll
Music
Property
Stewardship
Psalm program

$15.58
$470.04
$7,625.98
$174.46
$191.01
$0.00
$500.00

$15.77
$516.60
$7,518.48
$36.96
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$16.91
$324.16
$7,518.48
$0.00
$252.78
$128.21
$0.00

$48.26
$1,310.80
$22,662.94
$211.42
$443.79
$128.21
$500.00

Worship

$0.00

$36.96

$0.00

$36.96

Utilities
noxious weed and water runoff tax
Total Expenses

$1,065.76
$0.00
$11,563.08

$1,405.61
$0.00
$10,438.38

$1,886.46
$588.02
$11,622.23

$4,357.83
$588.02
$33,623.69

Deposits less Expenses

-$1,718.27

$1,933.70

-$4,167.23

-$3,951.80
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The Enduring Significance of
Christ Lutheran Church’s
Core Values (Part 4 of 5)

News from
Living Stones

Over the past few months, we featured Love,
Discipleship, and Stewardship as three of our
five core values - succinct, descriptive fundamental beliefs of our Christ Lutheran Church family.
This month we highlight another of our core values: Worship. This seems particularly appropriate and timely as we acknowledge the difficulty
of assembling our community of faith in worship,
especially during this season of Easter.

Raffle on hold
The raffle is on hold until after
faith communities are once
again gathering for worship.
Thanks to those of you who
have already bought tickets.
The money is in safekeeping. To those of you who
are still thinking of supporting Living Stones in
this manner, NOW YOU HAVE MORE TIME TO
BUY TICKETS! We can wait until we are meeting
in person, or you can just let me know how many
tickets you would like and I will fill them out and
"hit you up" for the money when we are meeting
in person later.
Ann Jaeger

Worship
As an expression of our faith, we value inspiring,
heartfelt, engaging, joyous and varied worship
services leading participants into God’s presence
so that God might touch each one of us. In our
worship service, we are gathered together as
God’s people, fed with the meal of Word and
Bread, and sent out into our community to proclaim God’s love and grace to all and to serve our
neighbors.
We cherish our worship opportunities and all the
elements that make our services meaningful expressions of our faith and convey the joy of being
God’s children. We thank Pastor Mark, Laura,
Katie and the many others who have worked
tirelessly to keep us connected as a community of
faith during these times. While we are not meeting in person for worship during this crisis, we
can connect in spirit via technology, knowing our
God is with us wherever we may be and that his
grace endures forever. We will rejoice and celebrate once again when the doors to Christ Lutheran Church (the building) are reopened to an
even greater appreciation of our community of
faith!

The men of Living Stones need
your letters of encouragement!
Since the COVID-19 restrictions were put into
place, the men of Living Stones Prison Congregation cannot meet for weekly worship. The staff
send a weekly mini-version of their newsletter,
The Rock, to the men. It is a general religious
newsletter especially for them and includes letters
of encouragement from our outside community.
Because it does not contain any reference to specific individuals, it has been acceptable to the
prison system, and well-received by our men!

You are invited to write a short (no more than 350
words, please) letter. A short paragraph is fine.
Maybe share a Bible verse that gives you hope in
these days or tell where you have seen God in this
time or write a prayer or reflect about a song you
have heard the praise band sing. You can sign
with your first name or "brother/sister in Christ."
Feel free to write more than once - since we're doing this on a weekly basis, lots of letters are needed! All contributions are welcome and will be
gratefully received.
Please email your letter to Sandi Nolte:
livingstonesassistant@outlook.com
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Christ Lutheran applies
for CARES Act loan
Hello friends,
In response to the the COVID situation, Congress
passed the CARES Act, which included the Payroll Protection Plan (hereafter the PPP). A key
part of it is a small business loan provision to
help companies avoid employee layoffs. Importantly, the loan will be forgiven if certain conditions are met regarding employee retention,
fund usage and documentation. The demand was
so great that the program ran out of funds within
a few weeks. On April 27, the plan was renewed,
with Congress allotting another 484 billion dollars to the program.
As you may know, churches around the country
are experiencing reduced giving during this trying time, and Christ Lutheran is not an exception.
On March 24, the church council directed the Finance Committee to research and analyze the
PPP, and to report their recommendations.
On April 14, Finance Chairman Tom Hagen
briefed the council on the committee's analysis.
Based on that information, the council voted to
authorize the finance committee to proceed with
the loan application process, pending clarification
of a few details.
On April 23, the Finance Committee, as previously authorized by the church council, voted approval of the application data for the loan request
of approximately $16,000 and agreed the Treasurer should be the single point of contact for the
loan.
On April 24 Treasurer Janeen Whitehead made
application for the loan, through Bank of America
(the church's business bank).
There is no assurance that we will receive the
loan. There are more applicants than there is
available money in the program, and the well
may run dry before our application is even processed.
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Key points:
 Finance Committee members did extensive,
thorough research, including online discussion with financial experts, independent research, and attending a synod-sponsored
Zoom class
 The amount of the loan is calculated according a federally-prescribed formula, based on
our actual expenses during a specified period.
 Our purpose for applying for the loan is to
meet all of our current obligations, including
our payroll.
 We have a plan to meet and document all of
the loan forgiveness requirements.
 Details of the CARES Act and Payroll Protection Plan are here: https://
home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/
assistance-for-small-businesses

Despite this uncertainty, the Finance Committee
believes that this is the most fiscally responsible
measure for CLC to take. The church council fully
endorses this action.
We have also been able to negotiate relief in other
areas of our budget, including our mortgage, internet, and waste management costs, and we continue to look for other ways to reduce our operating costs, live within our reduced means, and still
retain our staff at budgeted levels during this
pandemic. Your giving, of course, is key to our
sustainability through this period and beyond.
The council is very grateful for the time and dedication that Janeen Whitehead, Vic Tomono and
Tom Hagen put into this.
We will continue to keep you updated on the
loan process. If you have any questions in the
meantime, please let me know.
Guy Olsen
Council President
206-537-5206
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
MAY

The Great April Virtual
Experiment Worked!
While our Men’s Breakfasts at Christ Lutheran
Church are on hold until we get past the COVID19 threat, the need for fellowship is not. We were
successful in having our first ever Zoom Virtual
Breakfast in April. Undeterred by the virus (but
exercising due caution), we’ll hold our second
Virtual Men’s Breakfast Saturday, May 9th, at 9
am complete with food, fellowship and friends.
Here are the details… Since we don’t have the
usual “kitchen chaos,” we’ll start our virtual
Men’s Breakfast at 9 am, Saturday, May 9th. A
few minutes prior to that time, go to the following link and enter the Meeting ID and Password
below:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84398431137?
pwd=TDVwNHk3UE1sNlVhME41Y2xm
V2grUT09
Meeting ID: 843 9843 1137
Password: 003054

Greg Whitehead
Mark Lorenzen
Doug Dye
Grant Costa
Dorothy Graham
Margie Wright
John Wilson
Robert Oeffner

May 1
May 5
May 11
May 17
May 19
May 19
May 26
May 30

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

In our prayers
Tom and Mari Hagen on the deaths of
Mari’s sister Betty and brother Ed
Robert and Irma Oeffner ask for healing
prayers for their daughter, Maryann,
recovering from a heart attack
Mary Hefty on the death of her father
Gerald “Jerry” Hefty

If you have prayer requests or concerns,
please contact Pastor Mark or Laura
Olsen (contact info on page 2)

If you would like to call in from your phone:
253-215-8782 (Use Meeting ID and Password
above)
Come celebrate each other together in an informal, enjoyable community of faith virtual gathering! If you’re joining us and/or need additional
details or help signing into Zoom, please contact
Tom Hagen at tom.hagen@comcast.net or 253988-2515 and we’ll try to resolve them. Hope to
see you there!

JUNE NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE: 5/24
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