CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:
Mar 4 - Wed. Soup Supper & Evening Prayer begins
Mar 8 - LiT Dinner, special guest speaker
Apr 5 - Palm/Passion Sunday, Holy Week begins

We start the journey toward
Easter this month. A faithful pilgrimage. Many of us have done
it for decades, some are new
companions along the way. But
our journey is a faithful one. It’s
worked faith in us for almost
1700 years as a way to prepare
for Easter’s joy. We are always
moving.
Congregations have a journey
too. Along the way there are
challenges and things that are
unexpected. My high school
years were in Bremerton and
our Luther League hiked in the
Olympic National Park for fun.
I remember the beauty of the
Enchanted Valley and an ocean
view as we came over a rise on
the north coast. But I also know
that the trails were unpredictable. Weather changed quickly
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with the mountain updrafts.
What seemed to be a level path
would reveal a series of steep
switchbacks that seemed to
climb forever. A bear got into
our backpacks. Blisters on the
feet. You learned to take whatever came and be faithful. Don’t
panic, just one boot in front of
another. The journey is always a
series of a thousand small steps.

ahead on the trail map, we have
fewer pastors available for calls.
And smaller congregations
seeking a pastor are more numerous. People attend worship
a smaller number of times in a
given month. We have very few
people graduating from our
seminaries in the ELCA and
there are small congregations
that are geographically isolated

Christ Lutheran is looking at
our trail ahead. Before we get
too deep into a call process, it’s
right and proper to know where
we are headed and what the
challenges ahead are. It probably isn’t a surprise because we
have been this trail awhile. We
know that the trail is a different
one now than before. The world
has changed, perceptions of religion have changed. Looking

The Lenten Trail —continued
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that need that resource first. Worship attendance is a factor in
the future ahead, because it relates to our abilities to support a
pastor (stewardship) and the work a pastor is called to do
(involvement). So we need to carefully put our boots on the
ground and see where this trail leads us. Our synod will be a
resource for this work too. Prayerfully, carefully and peacefully.
Where God is leading us is unknown. But God’s people have
always been sojourners. Hope is still a spiritual gift!
Lent is that time of discovery of what God is doing with our
lives, both individually and as a congregation. I invite you to
join with us and explore, with the Word and with art what God
is up to in 2020. It is a time of discovery and new horizons, as we
travel together.
Peace along the trail to all,
Pastor Mark

253-927-6969
office@christlutheranfw.com
Tues. - Thurs.
10:00am - 2:30pm

Staff
Interim Pastor ............... Rev. Mark Peterson
pastormark@christlutheranfw.com
Pastoral crisis outside of
office hours: (509) 989-1200
Office Manager .......................... Laura Olsen
Music Director .................... Katie Stevenson
Nursery Director ......................... Diane Putts
Custodian ........................... Esmeralda Lopez

Church Council
“Changing of the Guard” - Feb. 11
President ...................................... Guy Olsen
Vice President ............................ Vic Tomono
Secretary............................ Kylie Whitehead
Treasurer ........................ Janeen Whitehead
At-Large, Pos. 1 .......................... Pam Wilson
At-Large, Pos. 2 ...................... Dave Lindgren

Sundays at 10:00am
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We enjoyed a great Men’s Breakfast last month highlighted by a
couple of special Valentine’s in attendance. Pastor Mark provided a history of St. Valentine with some interesting insights into
the origins of the day bearing his name. Many thanks to those
who attended and especially to those who helped with the culinary duties to make this a joyful success!
Not that we don’t appreciate the women, but this month it’s
back to just the men as we welcome all men in the congregation
to join us for fellowship, food and fun Saturday, March 14th at
8:30 in the Fellowship Hall. If you attend – nay, participate –
you’ll find comfort food and conversation that will warm the
cockles (medical term) of your heart and fill you mind with all
kinds of useful (or not) information!
Come celebrate each other and our faith together in an informal, enjoyable community of faith gathering…with bacon, of
course! If you’re joining us and/or need additional details,
please contact Tom Hagen at tom.hagen@comcast.net so we can
assist and plan accordingly. Hope to see you there!
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Soup Holden
Supper Evening
&Prayer
Sign up at church
to bring soup, bread
or beverages.

Set up at 5:45pm,
meal at 6:00pm

7:00pm

+ Congregational art project!

Join us Wednesday evenings in Lent: March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1
Would you like to attend evening
worship, but don’t drive at night?
We’ve got you covered!
Please reach out to the church office

Congregational Art Project
All ages and abilities will enjoy
creating this transformative
group art project!
Wednesday evenings in Lent
(and catch-up time on Sundays during fellowship)

253-927-6969
office@christlutheranfw.com

For a complete list of current events,
please visit our website:
www.ChristLutheranFW.com/events/calendar
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The Enduring
Significance of Christ
Lutheran Church’s
Core Values

March 8:
Dinner & Special Guest
Speaker

Last month we re-introduced “Love” as
one of our five core values - succinct,
descriptive fundamental beliefs of Christ
Lutheran Church. As stated last month,
over the this and the next few months,
we’ll highlight each of our core values of
Love, Discipleship, Worship, Stewardship
and Celebration. This month, we highlight
the second of those, Discipleship.

LiT & Confirmation
Pastor Lori’s House, 4pm to 6pm
“Talking Gender & Sex with a Public Health
Nurse”
Guest Speaker, Bobbi McClain, Registered Nurse
We will talk about gender identity and expression, giving yourself time to grow up, and all the
important stuff.
Come ready to write down your questions so the
experts can respond.

March 29:
“Destination Unknown”
LiT
4pm, Calvary Parking Lot
Be ready to go places you haven’t been before.
Wear your hiking boots (or at least running
shoes) in case the terrain is rugged.
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Discipleship
We seek to engage our neighbors in a relevant relationship with God and each other
that can change our lives. Each one of us is
committed not only to share the Gospel
but also to develop and exercise the gifts
and talents that God has entrusted to us
for God’s service and the service of our
brothers and sisters.
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Quotes from “The Cost
of Discipleship”
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Being a Christan is less about cautiously avoiding
sin than about courageously and actively doing
God's will.
Christianity without the living Christ is inevitably
Christianity without discipleship, and Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity
without Christ.

Palm / Passion
Sunday
April 5
Processional with palms!

Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves.
Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness
without requiring repentance, baptism without
church discipline, Communion without
confession.... Cheap grace is grace without
discipleship, grace without the cross, grace
without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

Maundy
Thursday
April 9, 7:00pm

Salvation is free, but discipleship will cost you
your life.
If our Christianity has ceased to be serious about
discipleship, if we have watered down the gospel
into emotional uplift which makes no costly demands and which fails to distinguish between
natural and Christian existence, then we cannot
help regarding the cross as an ordinary everyday
calamity, as one of the trials and tribulations of
life. We have then forgotten that the cross means
rejection and shame as well as suffering.
But discipleship never consists in this or that specific action: it is always a decision, either for or
against Jesus Christ...Christ speaks to us exactly
as he spoke to them. It was not as though they
first recognized him as the Christ and then received his command. They believed his word and
command and recognized him as the Christ--in
that order.

Good
Friday
April 10, 7:00pm

Easter
Sunday
April 12, 10:00am
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When the
call or email
comes, we
hope you'll
say YES!

The Imagine Team
and members of
Council are entering
into a season of listening
to the congregation as we
discern together God's
plans for us.

You shop.
Amazon gives.
Shop at smile.amazon.com (with the same
shopping experience as Amazon.com) and Amazon will donate to Christ Lutheran. Visit the
link below to get started!

Win $2,020 in 2020 with
Living Stones Prison
Congregation Raffle
Preparations for the Spring 2020 raffle have begun. Packets of tickets and publicity materials
will be mailed out to congregations the beginning of March, with sales to continue until the
end of May. Bishop Rick Jaech will draw the
winning ticket at the synod office on Tuesday,
June 16.
This year's raffle includes not just one but FOUR
prizes. The grand prize is $2,020 cash and the
second is a $202 cash prize. The third and fourth
prizes are creations from our men - one is a quilt
and the other is artwork. Tickets will be $5 each
or 6 for $25.
Your support is appreciated! Living Stones Prison Congregation is the only congregation supported by all of the congregations in our synod,
plus several in other synods, as well.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0932094

Send us your
pictures!
Newsletter articles are
more interesting and
meaningful with photos—
especially of people and
congregational life.
Email to: photos@christlutheranfw.com

2020 Synod Educational
Gatherings
Building Community. Being
Church.
 Saturday, April 25
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Port Angeles
 Saturday, May 2
Messiah Lutheran Church, Vancouver
 Saturday, May 16
St Mark’s Lutheran Church by the Narrows,
Tacoma

www.christlutheranfw.com/sermons
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Laura Olsen will be leading a workshop on May 16th
at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church by the Narrows. The
theme will be building community through collaboration in art—by making art together during the workshop.
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In our prayers
Thanksgivings: for the arrival of Comcast phone and
internet service in the office;
interim ministry of Pastor
Mark
Health and healing: Robert
Houlihan, healing from broken hip; Greg Whitehead,
in treatment for brain cancer; Dave Davidson, diagnosed with colon cancer; Carol Sutphen, for long-term
care; Ginny Kuhlman, ongoing health issues; Robert
Oeffner, regaining strength after health challenges;
Rose Pitts, with pain in her knee;

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
MARCH
Matthew Wells
Jane Henderson
LaVerna Davidson
Bunny Rogers

March 3
March 5
March 24
March 31

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

Peace and comfort: For Robert Houlihan on the death
of Peanut; family of Phil Ramsdall on his death (friend
of Whitehead family); family of Kathy (sister-in-law of
Marilynn and Jim) upon her death;
Family and Friends: Melanie Krueger (daughter of
Gene and Sharon) with recurrence of breast cancer;
Jim Short’s mother, Cecilia hospitalized for observation; Brittney and Casey Jones (friends of the Olsens),
on the death of their infant daughter; Roger & Carolyn Benson coping Carolyn’s last stages of ovarian
cancer; Sharon VZ, with broken shoulder and wrist,
facing reconstructive surgeries; the Dixons, prayers
for a safe return home - quarantined on cruise liner in
Japan during coronavirus outbreak; Rebecca (Lonnie’s
sister) with lymphatic cancer; Brandon Way, diagnosed with leukemia at 13 years old; Jose
(Esmeralda’s husband) in immigration process; Tammy Lam’s Grandma Lima, experiencing arthritis and
knee pain; Georgine Mullen (mother of Colleen Madsen) suffering from pancreatic cancer; Deanna
Oeffner; Chet Fetzer; Stuart Liebowitz (Katie S.' father), in treatment for a rare form of skin cancer; Megan (daughter of Kathleen and Frank Wood) dealing
with autoimmune disease; Harry Graham (Dorothy’s
husband) for health reasons; Dianne Weltzin (Lonnie
M’s cousin) with health problems; Bruce Jones (friend
of Liz S) recovering from heart surgery; Alvin Schuetzenhofer (friend of Barbara W) with numerous health
issues; Kathy and Fred Short’s son, diagnosed with
reoccurring melanoma; Larry and Carlyn Grager
(friends of the Oeffner’s); Janice Lundebeck (Grant C’s
sister) ongoing health issues;
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Maria Riemer coping with
pain associated with lupus; Lynn Kuhlman (Ginny's
daughter); Eileen (Diane Putts’ mother) facing health
challenges; Coleen Adams and family.

APRIL NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE: 3/24
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