CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:
Feb 23 - LiT serving Reach Out dinner at Calvary
Feb 26 - Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00pm

Dear Reader!
Grace and peace to you! We
start another chapter in our life
together at Christ Lutheran.
Thank you for the welcome and
good will that surrounds us.
May joy abound as we worship!
A few thoughts on this first column, to start the interim process:
I’m your pastor for the next
chapter. There is no need to
hold me at arm’s length! Interim
ministry is the specialty I do
alongside you, but that is in addition to being your pastor. I’m
really looking forward to hearing what Christ Lutheran is all
about. True, I am of a different
generation than your previous
pastors. I have a different life
experience, personality, family,
sense of Lutheran theology each pastor brings that gift to
you. Part of the interim process
is helping a congregation accept
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and appreciate differences. We
have work to do in the transition, but we don’t forget the
basic work of being the church
together.
Another step in the interim process is dealing with our emotional health. When a pastor
leaves, it often has an unsettling
feeling for some people, certainly not all. While some see opportunity and new beginnings,
others see loss and uncertainty.
Some might be thinking we just
got used to a pastor, while others feel it’s been a long time relationship lost. Out of grief
some might withdraw from participation, others might try to
dig in deeper into past ways out
of anxiety and fear of the unknown. It may feel like we are
drifting, even though the activity level is the same as before.
Congregations in transition can
behave in ways that are unex-

pected, even to themselves. We
are a complex people, aren’t we!
That is a part of the process of
change. Peace be with us.
As a community, we know that
no shepherd of the flock has the
same relationship with everyone, nor can one pastor meet the
expectations of everyone. It is
about God after all. Keep the
faith. This is a time to lift up
what we truly believe. Our
deepest values. And what we
Process of Change —continued
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can share for each other. The mission of the church is in the people, not the pastor. God is depending on you.

2501 SW 320th St.
Federal Way, WA 98023
ChristLutheranFW.com

I’m on site Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Feel free to
ask me to stop by for a cup of coffee or drop by the office. Call
ahead to make sure, since I also have to squeeze in some calling
and other duties in that time. Plus the long commute makes for
uncertain arrivals! My hours are more limited than the last pastorate, due to that mileage involved and fairness with synod
guidelines and experience levels. But that isn’t a negative. This is
could also a good opportunity to test what a partial time pastorate might look like. We will look at various ministry options in
the months ahead for our congregation and it’s not a bad idea to
give a different schedule a test drive.
Well, enough to think about for now. Interim pastors ask a lot of
questions. The answers are all yours as you express the gracious
love given to us in Christ!

253-927-6969
office@christlutheranfw.com

Thank you for the privilege of serving you!
Pastor Mark

Tues. - Thurs.
10:00am - 2:30pm

Staff
Interim Pastor ............... Rev. Mark Peterson
pastormark@christlutheranfw.com
Pastoral crisis outside of
office hours: (509) 989-1200
Office Manager .......................... Laura Olsen
Music Director .................... Katie Stevenson
Nursery Director ......................... Diane Putts
Custodian ........................... Esmeralda Lopez

Church Council
“Changing of the Guard” - Feb. 11
President .................................... Mary Hefty
Vice President ........................... Laurie Heinz
Secretary...................................... Guy Olsen
Treasurer ........................ Janeen Whitehead
At-Large, Pos. 1 .......................... Pam Wilson
At-Large, Pos. 2 .......................... Vic Tomono

Sundays at 10:00am
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Lenten Art Project
YES! A group art project is in the planning stages, to be created during the
season of Lent. In our last project, The
Tree of Life (as in Rev. 22:2—the
leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations), we
created leaves out of the
paper in which we had
written our prayers on
Ash Wednesday.
This year, the theme is
Resurrection. The butterfly
has much to teach us about
the process—from the ways
that we transform as we learn and
grow, to Jesus overcoming death on the
cross. And as with the leaves, we will
explore the theology through the process of creating something new!
More info coming in February!
Laura Olsen
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Remember you are
dust, and to dust you
shall return.

Join us for

Ash Wednesday
Feb. 26, 7:00pm
Men’s Breakfast Invitation:
Second Annual Valentine’s
Day Celebration

Need a ride? We’ve got you covered!
Please call or email the church office

The men of the very locally famous Christ Lutheran Church Monthly Men’s Breakfast will
once again convene for a hearty Saturday morning repast, February 8th at 8:30 am at the church.
In honor of St. Valentine and his day we celebrate
this month, men are invited to bring their spouses and significant others to share in this culinary
experience and the joy of our fellowship.

But wait…there’s more!
Everyone is welcome this month!
Come celebrate each other and our faith together
in an informal, enjoyable community of faith
gathering…with bacon, of course! If you’re joining us and/or need additional details, please
contact Tom Hagen at tom.hagen@comcast.net
so we can assist and plan accordingly.
Hope to see you there!

Confirmation
Feb 9, 12, 19 - Wed. evenings

For a complete list of current events,
please visit our website:
www.ChristLutheranFW.com/events/calendar

6:30pm in the Library @ Calvary
February 26 - April 15th is the Lent Break. Confirmands are should attend midweek worship at least once.
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Annual Meeting
of the Congregation

On Sunday, Jan. 26th after worship, the members of Christ
Lutheran met to review 2019 events, approve 2020 budget
and dream about our future together.
Left: On behalf of the congregation, Janeen Whitehead presents
outgoing church council president Mary Hefty a small token of
our gratitude. Thank you for your leadership, Mary!

Right: Mary
presents certificates of appreciation to Matt
Wells, Laura
Olsen and
(below) our own
hard-working
volunteer painting crew: Vic Tomono, Tom Hagen,
Dave Lindgren, Coleen Adams and Laurie Heinz. To
these and all who keep Christ Lutheran spinning here
and out in the community, thank you, and blessings
on your ministry!

Annual
Reports are
available
If you missed the
Annual Meeting,
extra Annual Reports are available.
Pick up one in the
narthex or in the
church office.
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Greetings from CLC
Council!
We met for the first time with our Interim Pastor
Mark Peterson, was great to meet him and spend
time getting to know him. Pastor Mark shared the
three phases of congregation transition in calling
a new pastor:


Conversations, getting oral history of the
church, healing any wounds, examining our
communication style, reviewing our processes



Choosing the transition team, and working on
the Ministry Site Profile which reflects the life
of the church spiritually and financially



Choosing the Call team to prepare for and
conduct the interviews to present the pastoral
candidate to the congregation, and then the
congregation votes on issuing a call.

This interim time is an opportunity for us to reflect, pray and ponder. And try new things. We
discussed our committee structure, and some of
the struggles the committees have had finding
new chairs or volunteers for events. This is not
unusual in Lutheran churches and other denominations across the country. We discussed the
need to provide relief for our seasoned Team
leaders and members who, while still desiring to
participate, expressed hope for more help or passing the baton on duties they’ve performed for
many years. Council is researching other methods
or structures to get our ministry done. Council
members will be exploring some ideas with all of
you this year, which will most likely include
brainstorming sessions and your willingness to
try something new. Please pray for Council and
CLC and have fun, AMEN!
Council reflected on all the fabulous work the
Scouts have accomplished on CLC property over
the past year or more: picnic tables, landscaping,
little free library tree house, painting, new fencing, and I’m sure there’s more. To express our
gratitude, we will be planning a special “Scout
Sunday”.

Council warmly welcomes Kylie Whitehead and
Dave Lindgren to the Council beginning at the
February meeting, and a big thank you to Janeen
Whitehead for her continuing remarkable and
meticulous service as Treasurer. Council also says
a fond farewell to Laurie Heinz for her service as
VP on Council the past two years. Laurie, we are
grateful for your many contributions!
Council is deeply indebted to Tom Hagen for his
stellar work as Finance Chair, and is also grateful
for Vic Tomono for volunteering to accept the Finance baton from Tom. Round of applause and
three cheers for both Tom and Vic!
Now it’s time for me to say farewell to Council
and hand off the President baton at the February
meeting. Both the Council and Congregation
have been patient with me as I learned the ropes
and tromped through the role. I hope your toes
have healed and you’ve understood that my intentions have always been with ❤
I share with you these wonderful lyrics, with my
deepest gratitude:
At This Table
Idina Menzel
At this table, everyone is welcome
At this table, everyone is seen
At this table, everybody matters
No one falls between
At this table, you can say whatever
At this table, you can speak your mind
At this table, everything's forgiven
There's enough for everyone
So come as you are
Remember that the door is always open
Yes, come as you are
The perfect gift that you can bring is your heart
So, come, come as you are
At this table, there will be no judgement
At this table, mercy has a seat
At this table, we're all sons and daughters
There's no place I'd rather be
So come as you are
Remember…
-Mary
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When the
call or email
comes, we
hope you'll
say YES!

The Imagine Team
and members of
Council are entering
into a season of listening
to the congregation as we
discern together God's
plans for us.

You shop.
Amazon gives.
Shop at smile.amazon.com (with the same
shopping experience as Amazon.com) and Amazon will donate to Christ Lutheran. Visit the
link below to get started!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0932094

Send us your
pictures!
Newsletter articles are
more interesting and
meaningful with photos—
especially of people and
congregational life.
Email to: photos@christlutheranfw.com

www.christlutheranfw.com/sermons
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The Enduring Significance
of Christ Lutheran
Church’s Core Values
You’ve heard of them. Some people have them.
Organizations have them. Even some churches
have them. What are they?
They’re Core Values – succinct, descriptive fundamental beliefs of a person or organization. These
guiding principles direct behaviors and can help
people and organizations understand the difference between right and wrong. Core values also
help organizations to determine if they are on the
right path and fulfilling their goals by creating an
enduring, unwavering guide.
Did you know we developed and adopted a set
of core values for our church several years ago?
Do you know what our Christ Lutheran Church
Core Values are? It is good to periodically “reground” ourselves in our Core Values, to remind
ourselves of who we are or wish to be and how
we might more fully live in to them as a community of faith. So, over the this and the next few
months, we’ll highlight each of our core values of
Love, Discipleship, Worship, Stewardship and
Celebration. This month, we highlight the first of
those, Love. We hope you’ll immediately resonate with why we’ve chosen these particular core
values to characterize who we are
and want to be as
a community of
faith.

Love
Fundamental to
followers of
Christ, we provide a safe and loving environment where members can practically care for each other. We celebrate people’s differences and encourage fellowship and cooperation with other Christians and
people of other faiths. We believe that we are called
to love and serve our neighbors and all peoples.
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In our prayers

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Thanksgivings: for the interim ministry of Pastor
Mark; for Jim Short’s mother, Cecilia, celebrating her
100th birthday!

FEBRUARY
Liz Smith

February 1

Ginny Kuhlman

February 3

Health and healing: Robert Houlihan, healing from
broken hip; Greg Whitehead, in treatment for brain
cancer; Dave Davidson, diagnosed with colon cancer; Carol Sutphen, for long-term care; Ginny
Kuhlman, ongoing health issues; Robert Oeffner,
regaining strength after health challenges; Rose
Pitts, with pain in her knee;

Abby Moe

February 3

Kari Stone

February 5

Lonnie McWilliams

February 6

Tim Whitehead

February 6

Erma Oeffner

February 10

Emalee Moe

February 17

Peace and comfort: For Robert Houlihan on the
death of Peanut; family of Phil Ramsdall on his
death (friend of Whitehead family); family of Jim
Volker on his death (Jim was a recent attender
Christ Lutheran); family of Kathy (sister-in-law of
Marilynn and Jim) upon her death;

Barbara Woodworth February 18

Family and Friends: Brittney and Casey Jones
(friends of the Olsens), whose daughter is in NICU,
born with Dandy-Walker malformation; Les Henderson (Jane’s husband) hospitalized with pneumonia; Rebecca (Lonnie’s sister) with lymphatic cancer; Brandon Way, diagnosed with leukemia at 13
years old; Jose (Esmeralda’s husband) in immigration process; Tammy Lam’s Grandma Lima, experiencing arthritis and knee pain; Georgine Mullen
(mother of Colleen Madsen) suffering from pancreatic cancer; Deanna Oeffner; Chet Fetzer; Stuart Liebowitz (Katie S.' father), in treatment for a rare form
of skin cancer; Megan (daughter of Kathleen and
Frank Wood) dealing with autoimmune disease;
Harry Graham (Dorothy’s husband) for health reasons; Dianne Weltzin (Lonnie M’s cousin) with
health problems; Bruce Jones (friend of Liz S) recovering from heart surgery; Alvin Schuetzenhofer
(friend of Barbara W) with numerous health issues;
Kathy and Fred Short’s son, diagnosed with reoccurring melanoma; Larry and Carlyn Grager
(friends of the Oeffner’s); Janice Lundebeck (Grant
C’s sister) ongoing health issues;
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Maria Riemer coping
with pain associated with lupus; Lynn Kuhlman
(Ginny's daughter); Eileen (Diane Putts’ mother)
facing health challenges; Coleen Adams and family.

Robert Houlihan

February 23

Jackie Hughes

February 26

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

Sunday Servers Needed!
Hello!

Have you been thinking
about serving during
worship? Greeters, Lectors, Altar Guild and
Sunday servers of all
kinds are needed for the
fullness of worship.
Please see Guy Olsen
to find out more!
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