CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:
Jan 12 - Pastor Mark arrives
Jan 26 - Annual Meeting of the Congregation

Welcome,
Interim
Pastor
Mark!
What is the role of an Interim
Pastor? Here is Pastor Mark’s
perspective on how the role of
Interim pastor works with the
congregation to bring us
through the transition process:
To speak very generally about
my role: The interim process is
an overlay on top of the duties
of being your pastor during the
transition. It's a specialized professional ministry. I think of it
as a three-act play. The first act
is to work on getting us all
ready for a new pastor. We
usually work on updating the
constitution and bylaws, looking at our recent and past congregational history, getting best
practices in place for the next
settled pastor. We also listen to
each other and try our best to
not carry over any emotional
issues to the next stages of our
life together and settle any outstanding issues or misunderstandings. And we need to talk
about our mission and pre-
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sumptions for the next decade
in an honest and realistic manner, speaking truth in love. Congregations are a diverse group
of expectations, feelings and
personal histories. We can worship together for decades but
not realize the depth of life in
each other.
The second act is to form a
transition team to put together
the Ministry Site Profile, which
is our calling card to the ELCA
pastors. The congregation will
be surveyed on Sunday mornings before the Transition Team
is actually formed, so we will be
working on getting the answers
we need when the team is put
together. The first act takes a
little time, so this is farther
down the road.

these tasks will take, since every
congregation is different, and
the levels of anxiety are different too! The best answer is that
it will take as long as is needful
to keep moving forward, no
more and no less. In the meantime, the life of the congregation
continues, and this isn't a period
of ministry where things are put
off or stopped. In fact, many
congregations can find themselves with a burst of energy as
they look forward to the future
and new leadership rises up. I
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The third act is to form a call
committee, to do the interviewing and presentation of a candidate to the congregation. I have
no idea of the time frame that
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do three or four sessions with the call committee to help sharpen
the questions they want to ask and also prepare them to answer
questions a candidate might ask of them. Then I coach the call
committee from a distance about any process questions. I will
not know the names of the candidates that our synod will bring
forward. The call committee is bound to an oath of confidentiality as they get names and interview, for the good of the clergy
and the congregations they serve and the also the calling congregation. We trust each other and give each other holy space.
At the end of the process, I work to encourage a good first impression of the congregation to the candidate. We usually do a
"meet and greet" with a candidate and it's good to get a pastor's
perspective on what is best for that time. The congregation's
vote and the candidate's acceptance of the letter of call is the end
of my time with Christ Lutheran church.

253-927-6969
office@christlutheranfw.com
Tues. - Thurs.
10:00am - 2:30pm

I'm looking forward to starting our journey!
Best to all, In Christ,
Pastor Mark

Staff
Pastor ............................ Rev. Chelsea Globe
pastor@christlutheranfw.com
Pastoral emergencies outside of
office hours: (253) 237-4247
Office Manager .......................... Laura Olsen
Music Director .................... Katie Stevenson
Nursery Director ......................... Diane Putts
Custodian ........................... Esmeralda Lopez

Church Council
President .................................... Mary Hefty
Vice President ........................... Laurie Heinz
Secretary...................................... Guy Olsen
Treasurer ........................ Janeen Whitehead
At-Large, Pos. 1 .......................... Pam Wilson
At-Large, Pos. 2 .......................... Vic Tomono

Sundays at 10:00am
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Council Corner
Council is working in partnership with the Imagine Team to
hold one on one conversations with each member of the congregation. These non-judgmental conversations with you are
meant to learn more about you as well as our congregation, and
the information gathered will be used (anonymously) to help us
determine where we are as a congregation, what needs we have
that aren’t being filled, what we’re doing well and more. Thank
you so much for spending time with us to share your thoughts
on CLC and our worship!
It is with deep gratitude and admiration that Council says thank
you for a wonderful turnout for the Closure Circle event we had
on Dec 12th in the music room. Your grace, love, gratitude and
caring came across with abundance and honest emotion, and
led to meaningful closure as we said goodbye and a blessing to
Pastor Chelsea. Thank you!
Mary Hefty
Council President
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Men’s Breakfast

If you had envelopes last year, your new ones
are already labeled and waiting. If you would
like them but have not had them in the past,
we have extra!

Stewardship 2020: Sharing Our
Abundance – It’s All About Love
Our annual stewardship campaign – “Sharing
Our Abundance – It’s All About Love” – was
completed with the dedication of our pledges November 24th. Thanks to all of you who filled out
pledge cards during the campaign. If anyone
wishes to still pledge, stewardship is not just a
month-long campaign; it’s 24/7/365 just like the
abundance we receive from our God is continuous. We have pledge cards in the office or just see
Tom Hagen for one.
Just like pledging helps to make our budgeting
process more predictable, you can help us even
further through electronic giving. All it takes is a
couple of minutes to fill in a form and attach a
voided check. Then it’s no more weekly or
monthly check writing for your giving to happen
– it’s automatic! You can ask any of the many
folks who are already participating and I’m sure
they’ll tell you it’s painless and ensures their giving goes uninterrupted throughout the year.
Please see Tom Hagen for more information –
you’ll be glad you did!
Tom Hagen
Stewardship Captain

It’s a new year and that means more mystery
breakfasts for the men of Christ Lutheran. All
men are invited to join us for our Monthly Men’s
Breakfast Saturday, January 11th at 8:30 am at the
church. We’ll have food, fun, and, most importantly, fellowship for all! Come celebrate each
other and our faith together in an informal, fun
morning…with bacon, of course! You’ll see 20-20
more clearly after a healthy portion of our breakfast delights! Hope to see you there! For details,
please contact Tom Hagen.

Lit Youth
Group
Sunday, Jan. 19th, 4:00pm
@ Pastor Lori’s
Confirmation:
Wed. evenings 6:30pm
in the Library @ Calvary

Annual Meeting of the
Congregation
Sunday January 26th is CLC’s annual meeting
immediately following worship. We will be
electing three new Council members, reviewing
our budget, and highlighting the transition process of calling a new pastor.

For a complete list of current events,
please visit our website:
www.ChristLutheranFW.com/events/calendar
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Thank you and farewell
Pastor Chelsea!
From a grateful congregation,
thank you for your grace, prayers,
lessons, listening, bible studies, conversations, laughter, music and
worship for the past five years! We
will keep you, Bill, Jack and Cora in
our prayers. With love and blessings from the Christ Lutheran
Church congregation:

“The Lord Bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine on you
And be gracious to you;
The Lord turn His face toward you
And give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26

Send us your
pictures!
Newsletter articles are
more interesting and
meaningful with
photos—especially of
people and congregational life.

When the
call or email
comes, we
hope you'll
say YES!

The Imagine Team
and members of
Council are entering
into a season of listening
to the congregation as we
discern together God's
plans for us.

Email to: photos@christlutheranfw.com

You shop.
Amazon gives.

www.christlutheranfw.com/sermons

Shop at smile.amazon.com (with the same
shopping experience as Amazon.com) and Amazon will donate to Christ Lutheran. Visit the
link below to get started!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0932094

6

Christ Lutheran News—January 2020

In our prayers

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Thanksgivings: for Jim
Short’s mother, Cecilia, celebrating her 100th birthday!
Health and healing: Bela
Hernandez, recovering from
pneumonia; Greg Whitehead, in treatment for brain
cancer; Mary Ellen Peterson, recovering from a
heart attack; Dave Davidson, diagnosed with colon
cancer; Carol Sutphen, for long-term care; Ginny
Kuhlman, ongoing health issues; Robert Oeffner,
regaining strength after health challenges; Rose
Pitts, with pain in her knee;
Peace and comfort: Family of Kathy (sister-in-law
of Marilynn and Jim) upon her death; Family of
Don Brassington (Jackie Hughes’ brother), mourning his death;
Family and Friends: Rebecca (Lonnie’s sister) with
lymphatic cancer; Brandon Way, diagnosed with
leukemia at 13 years old; Jim V., recovering from a
stroke and in treatment for colon cancer; Jose
(Esmeralda’s husband) in immigration process;
Tammy Lam’s Grandma Lima, experiencing arthritis and knee pain; Georgine Mullen (mother of Colleen Madsen) suffering from pancreatic cancer;
Deanna Oeffner; Chet Fetzer; Stuart Liebowitz
(Katie S.' father), in treatment for a rare form of skin
cancer; Megan (daughter of Kathleen and Frank
Wood) dealing with autoimmune disease; Shann
Edwards (Marilynn’s cousin) recovering from
emergency gall bladder surgery; Harry Graham
(Dorothy’s husband) for health reasons; Dianne
Weltzin (Lonnie M’s cousin) with health problems;
Bruce Jones (friend of Liz S) recovering from heart
surgery; Alvin Schuetzenhofer (friend of Barbara
W) with numerous health issues; Kathy and Fred
Short’s son, diagnosed with reoccurring melanoma;
Larry and Carlyn Grager (friends of the Oeffner’s);
Janice Lundebeck (Grant C’s sister) ongoing health
issues; Phil Ramsdall (friend of Whitehead family)
with stage 4 esophageal cancer;
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Maria Riemer coping
with pain associated with lupus; Lynn Kuhlman
(Ginny's daughter); Eileen (Diane Putts’ mother)
facing health challenges; Coleen Adams and family.

JANUARY
David Davidson

January 4

Nicholas Stone

January 9

Jorge Hernandez-Henegen January 11
Ian Olsen

January 14

Kyle Olsen

January 17

Pam Wilson

January 30

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

Save the Dates
2020 Synod Educational Gatherings
Building Community. Being Church
 Saturday, April 25
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Port Angeles
 Saturday, May 2
Messiah Lutheran Church, Vancouver
 Saturday, May 16
St Mark’s Lutheran Church by the Narrows,
Tacoma

Sunday Servers Needed!
Hello!

Have you been thinking
about serving during
worship? Greeters, Lectors, Altar Guild and
Sunday servers of all
kinds are needed for the
fullness of worship.
Please see Guy Olsen
to find out more!

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE: 1/24
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