CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:
May 5 - CLC 50th Anniversary Planning
May 5 - LIT Youth Group at Pastor Lori’s
May 11 - Special Mother’s Day Men’s Breakfast

May 2019

Image by Jalyn Bryce from Pixabay

The Lord said to Abraham,
“Why did Sarah laugh, and
say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a
child, now that I am old?’ Is
anything too wonderful for the
Lord? At the set time I will
return to you, in due season,
and Sarah shall have a son.”
- Genesis 18:13-14

During the season of Lent,

many people in our congregation participated in a special Bible study series, focusing on
five Bible stories suggested by
you, the members. These were
either favorite stories or stories
that remind you of our congregation. The goal of this time together was to listen for God’s
direction as we define and narrow our focus for congregational mission. It has become painfully obvious that for the past
few years, we’ve tried to do too
much with too few people and
resources. So, we are now asking: what is it that God needs us
to do that we can focus on and
do well?
During each of the five sessions,
I took notes of our conversations so that we could use them
later for discussion (see me for a
copy of these notes). On April
28th during coffee hour, we
looked at these notes and had
some conversation as a congregation about any insights and

wisdom we gained from the
study. Here are a couple of wise
things that were said during the
meeting:

“Be comfortable with who we
are but not complacent.”

“We don’t have to do
everything.”

“Growth IS happening.”

“How can we do less
but not become insular
(focused only on ourselves)?”
“Give ourselves permission
to do less and focus.”
“Quit trying to meet
old expectations.”
“Find balance, know
our limitations.”
“Are we being equipped
for living out our daily call
as Christians?”
“Fed and Sent”
“We don’t need to keep trying
to find our mission; God will
lead us there. The waiting
might get uncomfortable and
muddy, but God is there.”

“Trust God’s process.”

From our discussion, it is clear
that some change needs to happen. We keep trying to function
like a larger church with an active, energetic membership. In
reality, we are on the smaller
side and slowly becoming less
energetic and active as our
members age. We end up relyTrust God’s Process—continued
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Trust God’s Process—continued

ing too heavily on too few people to keep the church functioning. The first step to putting the brakes on burn out and to harnessing the energy that we do have is to acknowledge who we
are, at this point in our congregational life, and learn to love and
accept ourselves as we are now. Just as God promised to Sarah,
age isn’t a problem! New life is still possible. It might not look
the way we are used to. We will have to consider new ways of
organizing and planning based on the reality of who we are and
what resources are available to us, not based on what we think
we “should” be doing or what we have done in the past.
Change isn’t easy. But as we learned from the story of Sarah
and Abraham, and from the man born blind in John 9, change
and adaptation are key components of obeying God. The only
way to grow in faith and discipleship is to embrace change, try
new things, and be willing to make mistakes. I’m game if you
are!
When the Imagine Team and I planned this effort, we were hoping to come out of Lent with a clear idea of our congregation’s
mission and focus. But we should have realized this would take
longer than one church season. We are starting to get a glimpse
of direction in terms of slowing down, reorganizing, and building up our faith and discipleship, but we haven’t arrived at anything conclusive when it comes to specific projects and outreach. And that’s ok! We are on a journey. We don’t yet know
where it ends, but we trust that God is leading us, encouraging
us, and renewing us, as we venture down the path together.
Alleluia! Thanks be to God!
Pastor Chelsea

Happy 50th Anniversary,
Christ Lutheran!
If you are interested in helping
to plan our congregation's 50th's
Anniversary celebration, please
plan to stay after church Sunday, May 5th. We'll sit together
at a table during fellowship and
make some decisions on what we want to happen. I know some
decisions have already been made, and we want to make sure
that the entire congregation has input into how this momentous
event is celebrated before we do any further planning.
Even if you aren't interested in officially being on the team but
have some ideas, please plan to sit in on the meeting. We want
to hear your ideas and wishes!
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Men’s Breakfast

Imagine Team
Next Steps:
One-to-One Conversations
The Imagine Team will be contacting you over
the next few months to invite you to meet for
conversation and sharing about your experience
at Christ Lutheran. Each conversation will last
for about an hour. The team has no agenda other
than to get to know our members and their wishes, hopes and desires for this congregation.
When you are contacted, we hope you will say
YES and schedule a time to meet.

A special Mother’s Day Weekend Men’s Breakfast
will be held Saturday, May 11th at 8:30 am at the
church. As a special nod to the next day being
Mother’s Day, we’re inviting all of you men to
bring your wives and significant others. In addition, we’re welcoming all of the ladies of the
church to join us. We’ll collectively be the escorts
of those unattached who would like to share
some fellowship with us on this special weekend.
And, if you need a ride, please don’t hesitate to
email or call Tom Hagen and we’ll ensure we get
you here. Hope to see you Saturday the 11th for
fellowship, fun and food (in that order, too!).

Thank you!
-Janeen Whitehead, Bill Wells, Kylie Whitehead,
Guy Olsen, and Pastor Chelsea

We will lift up the leadership skills of our
amazing junior and senior high youth as they
help to lead worship! All loose cash and designated offering will go to their camp fund.

May 5, 4-6 PM
Dinner & Conversation
at Pastor Lori's
May 19, 4-6 PM
TBA Outing
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Good Friday

Holy Week & Easter 2019

cross and prayer
candles

Easter Vigil at Calvary
Above: Youth rehearse play
Right: Laura paints during reading

Easter Worship
Above: Combined adult and youth choir
Right: Baptism of Wesley Joseph Whitehead
Below: Pastor Chelsea’s children’s message
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Easter Egg Hunt

Mindlessness or
Presence
Have you ever sat in a worship service and sang
the hymns, said the liturgy, and otherwise gone
through the motions without much focus on the
content or meaning? I have! Perhaps like some of
you, I feel the definite need to worship on Sunday
mornings to sort of reflect on the week behind and
to ground me for my week ahead. Yet, there are
some Sundays when I find myself thinking about
those “other things” during church – those things
that make up the rest of the week behind and the
week ahead or maybe even the year(s) behind and
the year(s) ahead.

“Big kids hide
‘em, little kids
find ‘em!”

My cure for that “mindlessness” about the worship service is to re-focus myself, say and listen to
every word and seek the meaning in every part of
the service, to speak to God during the prayers, to
sing his praises during the hymns (the latter at the
expense of anyone near me, unfortunately) and to
more faithfully concentrate on being present, not
mindless or inattentive. Admittedly, sometimes it’s
hard to slow down one’s life and be present, to
“smell the roses” that are contained in our weekly
church services. But when I do, it multiplies the
many joys of worshiping in community and hearing God’s word spoken to us throughout the liturgy and especially through the readings. I take
comfort in all of that – of being present and not
mindless. After all, God is always present with us
and thank God, he’s never mindless about the
grace he bestows on us with each breath we take.
May we all go in peace and be joyfully present not
just on Sundays, but everyday!
Tom Hagen
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Make your relationship
stronger at a Marriage Retreat
based on John & Julie Gottman’s “The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work.” The cost is $40
per couple. This includes workbook, book, and lunch. To register,
please pay via check to the church
office or with your offering, or PayPal to
media.calvaryelca@comcast.net
Please include the additional $1.50
fee for PayPal.
Be sure to note the couples’ names
to be registered.

Living Stones Raffle:
Start planning your
dream trip!
The prize is a $5,000 travel voucher from
Costco. The winner will be able to design
their own trip to any location of their
choosing within the vast Costco travel service. Tickets - $10 each or 6 for $50.
Sales will run through May.
See Ann Jaeger to purchase tickets!

10:30am

Shop at smile.amazon.com (with the same
shopping experience as Amazon.com) and Amazon will donate to Christ Lutheran. Visit the
link below to get started!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0932094
How does it work? Ask Laura - she uses it
every time she shops at Amazon!
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From the Prayer Team

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

In our prayers

MAY

Thanksgiving and Praises: for
Wesley’s baptism! Betty (Laura O’s
Mom) whose cancer is in remission! Thank you for
renewed enthusiasm and energy through the Lenten
Bible Study!

Greg Whitehead
Mark Lorenzen
Doug Dye
Grant Costa
Dorothy Graham
Margie Wright
John Wilson
Robert Oeffner

Health and healing: Dave Davidson, for healing and
strength after being diagnosed with colon cancer; Carol Sutphen, in Bellingham for long-term care; Dorothy
Jones; Ginny Kuhlman, ongoing health issues; Greg
Whitehead, in treatment for brain cancer; Peggy
Hefty, healing from a broken hip; Robert Oeffner, regaining strength after health challenges; Rose Pitts,
with pain in her knee;
Peace and comfort: Don Chovil and family on the
death of Marlys; Jay Heist and family on the death of
Barbara; family of Brian Davidson (son of Dave and
LaVerna D., brother of Janeen W.) who died after a
fall;
Family and Friends: Harry Graham (Dorothy’s husband) for health reasons; Dianne Weltzin (Lonnie M’s
cousin) with health problems; Bruce Jones (friend of
Liz S) recovering from heart surgery; Alvin Schuetzenhofer (friend of Barbara W) with numerous health
issues; Greg Salzl (and family, friends of Mary H) battling liver cancer; Scott (friend of Pastor and Bill),
heart in atrial fib after surgery to correct it 3 years ago;
Doug (friend of Mary H), recovering from a heart attack; Trudy Robinson (friend of Meredith H) in need
of knee surgery and the assistance of L&I; Kathy
(sister-in-law of Marilynn and Jim), with inoperable
Pancreatic cancer, and for Kathy and Fred Short’s son,
diagnosed with reoccurring melanoma; Chet Fetzer,
Larry and Carlyn Grager (friends of the Oeffner’s);
Janice Lundebeck (Grant C’s sister) ongoing health
issues; Phil Ramsdall (friend of Whitehead family)
with stage 4 esophageal cancer; Dehua Chen,
(Christafa Chen’s mother) diagnosed with lung cancer; for the Starren family as they grieve the death of
their oldest son;
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Maria Riemer coping with
pain associated with lupus; Lynn Kuhlman (Ginny's
daughter); Eileen (Diane Putts’ mother) facing health
challenges; Jan (Carol S’s daughter) recovering from
mild stroke; Kirke Sutphen (Carol’s son); Coleen Adams and family.

May 1
May 5
May 11
May 17
May 19
May 19
May 26
May 30

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

Hello!

Sunday Servers
Needed!
Have you been thinking
about serving during
worship? Greeters, Lectors, Altar Guild and
Sunday servers of all
kinds are needed.

www.christlutheranfw.com/sermons

Newly updated!
No Education Hour, Confirmation, or
"Lunch with Pastor" in April!
For a complete list of events,
please see our website:

www.ChristLutheranFW.com/events/calendar
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