Important dates:
Sept. 16 - Youth Group & Confirmation Kick Off!
Sept. 23 - Education Hour: Women & Justice
Sept. 30 - God's Work, Our Hands –see page 5

Every September, there’s
an undeniable feeling of
newness in the air. The
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tions as pastor and parent. As
I’m coming back from maternity and medical leave, I’m realizschool year starts again, begining that my priorities need to
ning a new chapter of every
shift a bit this year. With two
child’s life. The season shifts to
kids in the house, the demands
cool autumnal mornings and
on my time on the home front
evenings, leaving behind the
are significant. I’m realizing just
heat (and smoke) of the sumhow fast this phase of life goes
mer. There’s a sense in the
by, and I want to be present as
world of settling down, turning
much as possible for Jack’s and
a page, and getting back to
Cora’s childhoods! For me, this
work. We leave behind the trivimeans carefully guarding the
al, languid pursuits of the sumlimited time I get to spend all
mer and turn our attention to
together with Bill and the kids.
more serious endeavors, as the
It means only committing to
summer fades away and a new
one evening event per week. It
season begins.
means limiting Saturday and
Sunday afternoon commitments
I am beginning a new season in
as much as possible. It means
my understanding of my vocahaving Cora at
home with me on
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
Fridays while I
creation: everything old has passed away;
write my sermon
see, everything has become new!
and go on visits. I
hope you will help
2 Corinthians 5:17

me to keep these family commitments with your understanding and support. If I say
“no” to an evening or weekend
function, please understand
that I am exercising vital selfcare. And please don’t take it
personally! Retired pastor Jim
Jaeger once told me that the
proper prioritization for a pastor’s commitments are first
God, second family, and congregation third. I will rely on
Ready to follow—continued
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Ready to follow—continued

his well-earned wisdom and try to follow that advice in the
year ahead.

2501 SW 320th St.
Federal Way, WA 98023
ChristLutheranFW.com

253-927-6969
office@christlutheranfw.com
Tues. - Thurs.
10:00am - 2:30pm

Staff
Pastor ............................ Rev. Chelsea Globe
pastor@christlutheranfw.com
Pastoral emergencies outside of
office hours: (253) 237-4247
Office Manager .......................... Laura Olsen
Music Director .................... Katie Stevenson
Nursery Director ......................... Diane Putts
Custodian ........................... Esmeralda Lopez

We are also reaching a new season as a congregation. I’ve now
been your pastor for four years! We need to ask ourselves
questions about our future: Are we meeting our goals? What
ARE our goals? Am I still the right pastor to help lead you in
achieving those goals? (I believe I am, but it is always healthy
to continually assess this!) As you know, we’ve had a financially challenging year. Thankfully, my extended leave time
did not impact us very much, as we received assistance from
the synod and from disability pay that I received through our
benefits provider. No, the financial worries began well before
my time off. The way I see it, these next few years will be a bit
of a “make or break” point for this congregation. Obviously,
we need to grow in membership, stat! But if our goal of gaining new members is simply for financial reasons, it won’t
work. No one wants to come here just to be seen as a price tag
on a pew. But if our goal is to invite new people into a relationship with Christ and to grow in discipleship and love, then we
have a much better chance of actually growing, both in membership and financial means.
More than anything, we need to trust that God is indeed calling us and creating something new within us. The Holy Spirit
gathered us together in this place, with these people, for a reason. We must continue to discern where She is calling us next,
trusting in God to lead the way and make us a new creation in
Christ, sent to love and serve the world. The question is: Are
we ready to follow?
Pastor Chelsea

Church Council
President .................................... Mary Hefty
Vice President ........................... Laurie Heinz
Secretary...................................... Guy Olsen
Treasurer ........................ Janeen Whitehead
At-Large, Pos. 1 .......................... Sue O’Brien
At-Large, Pos. 2 .......................... Pam Wilson

Sundays at 10:00am
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Sun. Sept. 23
After worship

We will
discuss
ELCA's
proposed
statement on
Women and
Justice

Christ Lutheran News—September 2018

September
Men’s Breakfast

Youth Group
& Confirmation Kick Off!
Sun. Sept. 16th, 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Calvary Lutheran Church

All middle and high school students and their
parents/guardians are invited! Dinner provided!

Sat. Sept. 8, 8:30 AM, Lewis Hall. Come join the
camaraderie and our primetime carnivorous
breakfast sampling team. Okay, we’re just a
BOGSAT (a Bunch of Guys Sitting Around a Table) enjoying each other’s company while solving the world’s problems. If you need a ride or
have questions, please contact Tom Hagen at
253-952-2151.

God's Work, Our Hands +
Citywide Serve Day

Women's
Bible Study
Sat., Oct. 6 10:30 AM,
Lewis Hall
Contact Lonnie McWilliams
for more information.

Welcome New Members!

Sun., Sept. 30th, 1:00 - 4:30 PM
Meet at Journey Church on 320th

Reformation Sunday
October 28th

See page 5 for more info

Thinking about joining?
Please see Pastor Chelsea!
(And don’t forget to wear red!)

For a complete list of current events,
please visit our website:
www.ChristLutheranFW.com/events/calendar
3
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Social Ministries
It’s hard to say when
lefse originated. Maybe
the Norse God Odin first
had it served to the souls
of the slain warriors
who occupy Valhalla as
a way to fortify them for
their final battle. That’s probably just a folk tale
given the fact that the potato was introduced to
Norway a little over 250 years ago.
The first lefse in Norway didn’t contain potatoes, it
was made from flour. Women would travel from
house to house, village to village to make lefse to
last the winter months. The flour lefse would cook
up like a cracker and be able to last through the
season. Many households stored their lefse is
wooden boxes covered in cloth or just stacked on
shelves. When you were ready to enjoy some lefse
it was dipped in water and soaked between damp
cloth til softened. Like today it was enjoyed with
butter and maybe some sugar.
Then the introduction of potatoes, abundant and
easy to grow. The potato was incorporated into
many Norwegian foods, even lefse! Like Ireland,
Norway suffered from the effects of the potato
famine in the mid-1800’s, which is about the time
that many Norwegians came to the United States.
They brought their knowledge and rolling pins.
The result is a Norwegian potato bread delicacy
that’s part of a special tradition replicated in many
Norwegian-American homes for more than 150
years. A tradition that you can be part of once
again.

Homespun Holidays Bazaar ~
Saturday, October 27
We are getting things ready to our 4th Annual
bazaar at CLC and have 11 vendors committed
to space. This year we invite the congregation
not only to help with the bazaar but also will
welcome any donations (homemade preferred)
for our raffle table. Each of the vendors will be
contributing an item from their inventory as
well. We also will accept baked goods to be
sold in our bakery. So plan ahead, mark your
calendar, and do what you can to support this
major church event.
God bless ~ Liz Smith, Bazaar Chair
253-381-1453

Lefse-making party
Come join us on Saturday, Oct. 20 at 9AM to be a
part of the CLC lefse-makers, lead by Mary Hefty.
If you have griddles, etc. that you would be willing
to bring, all the better! No experience needed ~
there is something for everyone to do. Please let
either Mary or me know if you would like to help
out. Lunch provided! The lefse we make will be
sold at the bazaar. The more we make, the more ($)
we make!
4

We’re building our photo library!
Share your pictures from church events
and gatherings! Newsletter and website
articles are more interesting and meaningful
with photos—especially of people and congregational life. Email them to the office:

office@christlutheranfw.com
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Community Outreach
This summer, the Community Outreach
Team was tasked with the happy chore of
trying to decide what to do for "God's
Work, Our Hands" Sunday. It's kind of like
trying to decide how to split up your lottery
winnings, or going shopping with someone
else's money, this concept of spreading
good around. But it was surprisingly difficult to find a task that would work for our
group on that particular day: the Senior
Center was not open on Sundays, any attempt to contact schools about sprucing up
their community gardens was difficult in
the summer, and participation in a project
called "Feed my Starving Children," which
packs food to send overseas, would only
have been possible if we traveled out of
state.
Enter "We Love Our City," a coalition of
churches and non profit groups who have
already been working in Federal Way, infrastructure in place: they just want our
participation. On September 30, folks will
meet at Journey Church (just up the road
from CLC) and "teams will be assigned jobs
and sent throughout the city." These opportunities will include city beautification projects at schools, parks, community gardens
litter pick up and more. For example, they
have an ongoing project of pruning and
cleaning up the Hylebos Blueberry Farm
Park on 356th street so that it can again be
fruitful.
The Community Outreach Team meets
Sundays after church: usually the third
Sunday of the month.
Ann Jaeger,
Community Outreach Team Chair.

We are ordering "God's Work, Our Hands" tee shirts for this event and have a
sign up for this event in Lewis Hall. Consider this an opportunity to meet people
from other churches and service organizations throughout Federal Way.
5
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Cultivating Community
Through Social Media
On Instagram I have followers that I have never
met. One of them travels the world for a living.
One of them lives just outside of London with
her husband and two year old son. Three or four
are expats living in Tokyo. We like and occasionally comment on each other’s posts. Many of
these people that I have never met before reached
out to me when my dad was in the hospital. They
sent love and prayers over oceans and thousands
of miles.
Social media has the most amazing potential to
bring people together who never, ever would
have met had it not been for the internet. Social
media can build bridges over oceans, it can create
a connection through mountain ranges and deserts. Social media can introduce someone to a
church community that they have driven past but
never seen. It can do these amazing things, but
only if we nurture it. Which brings me to my
point, unless we have photos to post and stories
Christ Lutheran on Instagram
instagram.com/christlutheranfw
Christ Lutheran on Facebook
facebook.com/christlutheranfw
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to share, no one
will connect with
our church’s social
media accounts.
Some of you know that over the summer I took
an online class on Social Media for Business
through Green River Community College. I decided to try to help with our Instagram account,
keeping in mind what I learned in this class. I
have had a lot of fun with the Instagram account,
but would like to do more. I would like to help
our community get to know us better through
social media. So I need something from you. If
you are attending a church event and happen to
snap a picture or two, please send those to me,
include a funny anecdote or a few sentences
about how it went, if you can. If you have a story
of God working in your life during the week, let
me know.
Together, we can show the world the things that
make this church so special.
You can send pictures/stories directly to me at
kylie.whitehead@comcast.net or track me down
during fellowship on Sunday!
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Property Committee
Steps Up
Things tend to slow down during the summer
months around Christ Lutheran. Some things,
that is. Not so for the dandelions that rise above
our dormant lawn. Not so for the weeds that
seem to thrive when other flora fades in the hot
sun along the sidewalks. Inside the church,
there’s always something to fix. This week it was
the dishwasher which, after cleaning our dishes
for about a decade, finally broke to the point of a
repair bill in excess of the value of the machine.
Your Property Committee has labored to maintain the building and grounds and things like toilets, outlets and dishwashers to the betterment of
all of us. We’ve mostly succeeded, but, as
Roseanne Roseanneadana used to say on Saturday Night Live, “It’s always something!” So, you
can rest assured we’re tackling the dandelions
and weeds, dealing with the building issues as
we can, and you’ll notice a new dishwasher in
the kitchen, hopefully to last a good long time
into the future.
Many thanks to Pam Wilson, Dave Lindgren, Mark
Lorenzen, Doug Dye, Will
Stone and the other invisible
hands that help us in so
many ways to preserve our
infrastructure. A special
thanks also to our Girl Scout
Troop for erecting the new
Lending Library in the parking lot near the mailbox – a
great job and yet another
way we can reach out and
touch the community
around us!

Notes from the Bench
It’s choir season again at Christ Lutheran! We
had our first rehearsal last Sunday and it was fun
to have the gang back together. In addition to
preparing songs for the services, we are doing
voice exercises and blending techniques to get
everyone back in shape. We’ve got some great
music planned for this year and you can look forward to hearing us in the services again starting
in mid-September. As always, we welcome new
members who would like to join in the fun. If you
are considering joining the choir, or even just
want to try it for a bit, please see Katie or ask one
of the choir members about it. It is a great opportunity to bond with fellow congregants and make
a joyful sound to the Lord!
Blessings,
Katie Stevenson, Music Director

If you’d like to help with property issues, please
contact me as we’re always in need of more servants!
Tom Hagen
Acting Property Committee Chairman
7
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Write to Eric!
Cadet Eric Olsen, Plt. 2
Washington Youth Academy
1207 Carver St.
Bremerton, WA 98312
Thank you for your
cards and letters—this
is the main connection
Eric has to the “outside”
until the session ends
on Dec. 15th. Encouraging words (and entertainment) is everything!

Gittin’
er done
LIKE A
BOSS!

Strict academy rules: No
money, no care packages, no
food, no contraband, no bad news (there’s a process for
that—don’t send in a letter). Please see Guy or Laura
Olsen if you’d like to know more.

THURS., SEPTEMBER 20
12:00 Noon, Lolli's Broiler and Pub,
32925 1st Ave S N

www.christlutheranfw.com/sermons

Committed to Good
Stewardship
For our stewardship campaign last year, we
adopted the theme “Giving Forward” to recognize that one’s knowledge or abilities or financial
wherewithal or other actions can be used in some
way to better the lives of those with whom we
come in contact on our life’s journey. We recognized the importance of giving of oneself for the
betterment of our fellow human beings that they
might lead better lives and, hopefully, one day
“give forward” again for their own or future generations.
You may remember we also acknowledged that
“Giving Forward” is also recognition that God
has given us such abundance and through his
Son has demonstrated the ultimate in giving forward. He’s unconditionally invested in us. He
wants us to be the reflection of Christ, to shine
His light, to be His good stewards by giving forward. Think of Jesus’ short lifetime on this earth:
a lifetime of giving forward that has had a monumental impact on humanity for over 2,000 years!
What a role model for us!
Yet another “stewardship season” is upon us. I
say that phrase guardedly because there really is
no such thing. Stewardship is a year-round endeavor that encompasses our time, talent and
treasures – gifts God first gave to us – employed
for the betterment of our mission as “Disciples of
Christ sent to love and serve the Lord” and his
mission for us to serve our global community.
Although a true “season” doesn’t exist, it is a reality that we need to identify some routine or
regular process to plan for the sustainment of
Christ Lutheran Church. So, we do a little
“backwards planning” from our January Annual
Congregational Meeting to determine the required start time when we need to begin compiling the data, commit to our pledges and develop
the budget to present to Council and, ultimately,
to the congregation at that annual meeting.

Committed to Good Stewardship—continued
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So, we’ll be starting
that journey – that
“season” – this month.
First, we’ll do some
planning to lay out our
milestones. We’ll collect data from this current fiscal year so we
can analyze how we’ve
done along the current
path – not only from a financial standpoint, but
from a general stewardship perspective that recognizes our time and talent commitments to various activities. We want to be particularly mindful of our “capacity” – how much we can do with
what we have for resources while still recognizing a sacrificial giving mandate to serve our
Heavenly Father. We’ll start pulling all that together and include you in the process perhaps
through a survey, your own “Faith in Action”
testimonials that have become a tradition here at
Christ Lutheran, and through your commitments
on pledge cards for those three “Ts” – time, talent and treasure.
We’ll keep you informed as we progress, but for
now I ask that you do your own “selfassessment” to take stock in your stewardship
this past year and to see if you did your part in
“Giving Forward.” We’re all in this together.
Let’s use this stewardship campaign to heighten
our awareness of God’s abundance first given to
us and to recognize our need to be good stewards of that abundance every day in every way.

The Convenience and Continuity
of Electronic Giving
Christ Lutheran anticipates and relies on your
contributions of time, talent and treasure. It is
through the donations of every individual and
family in the congregation that we are able to carry on our work now and throughout the year.
If you need an easy, convenient way to make recurring financial contributions or wish to make
an additional gift before the end of the year, we
encourage you to check out our electronic giving
option. As the pace of life speeds up around us,
you may find electronic giving a most welcome
way to make contributions.
To set up a recurring, time saving electronic giving schedule, please see Tom Hagen to complete
a paper authorization form. It just takes a few
minutes and assures your giving is uninterrupted
throughout the year while making our planning
and budgeting process much more predictable.
Thank you for your generosity and support!
Tom Hagen

Hello!

Tom Hagen
Stewardship Chairman

Shop at smile.amazon.com (with the same
shopping experience as Amazon.com)
and Amazon will donate to Christ Lutheran.
Visit the link below to get started!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0932094

Sunday Servers Needed—
Especially Altar Guild
Have you been thinking about serving during
worship? Ask Pastor Chelsea if you’d like to
know more about it. Greeters, Lectors and Sunday servers of all kinds are needed. Show the
sign-up sheets some love!
9

Christ Lutheran News—September 2018

In the Congregation
LIT Youth Group
kicks off on Sun. Sept. 16th. 4:00-6:00PM,
Calvary Lutheran. Both youth group
and Confirmation will come together
for food and fellowship.
October 7 – LIT youth group
@ Pastor Lori’s House
October 12-13 – All Youth Retreat
@ Pastor Lori’s lake house

Confirmation Classes
begin on Wed. Sept. 19th at Calvary Lutheran.
Please keep our new Confirmation students - Lilli
and Jorge - in your prayers as they begin this twoyear commitment!

Fair Chair Campaign
Please consider making a contribution to replace
our existing chairs in Lewis Hall. We need about
100 chairs – est. $3,500. See CJ or any church
council member to donate!

Lefse-making party
Sat., Oct. 20 at 9AM in Lewis Hall. Bring your
griddles! No experience necessary. Please see
Mary Hefty or Liz Smith for more info. Lunch
provided! The lefse we make will be sold at the
bazaar on Sat., Oct. 27

It’s not that I don’t
appreciate the meal… it
just feels a bit pieced
together.
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In the ELCA
Livestream of Synod-wide
"Deep Roots, New Life"
Campaign Celebration:
Thurs. Aug. 30, 5:30 PM,
https://www.facebook.com/SWWASynod/
We’re trying something new and hoping you can
join us! On Thursday, August 30th our Deep Roots,
New Life team will gather at Alive Studios – Jonathan McClung's new live-streaming studio in
Poulsbo, WA – to broadcast a mid-campaign update and celebration. Since you’re such a valuable
part of this effort, we hope you can join us! Join us
for a presentation about newest ministry starts, our
Imagine project for redeveloping congregations,
and candidates for rostered ministry who have received scholarships- all supported through the synod's Deep Roots, New Life Campaign. You can
learn more at
http://www.imalivestudio.com.

After Bonhoeffer: A Radical Theology in a World Without Faith
Sat. Sept. 15, 9:00 - 1:00 PM, Hope Lutheran
Church in Enumclaw
What lessons are there for us from the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, German Lutheran pastor who
died in the concentration camps for standing up for
the Gospel? Taught by
Rev. Dr. Daniel Peterson
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From the Prayer Team

In our prayers
Thanksgiving and Praises: Lynch family (friends of Meredith) whose 3-yearold niece’s cancer treatment is working;
Pastor Chelsea returning from maternity leave; the baby of Casey (friend of Kylie W.) who was thought to need heart surgeries
is healed – thanks be to God;
Health and healing: Greg Whitehead, healing from removal of
brain tumor, with cancer downgraded to stage 3; Peggy Hefty,
healing from a broken hip; Robert Oeffner, regaining strength
after health challenges; Marlys Chovil, at Stafford House in Des
Moines, regaining strength in her legs after being hospitalized;
Rose Pitts, with pain in her knee;
Peace and comfort: family of Brian Davidson (son of Dave and
LaVerna Davidson, brother of Janeen Whitehead) who died after
a fall; the Wells family upon the death of Dorothy; Dorothy Graham and family on the death of her sister Jean;

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
SEPTEMBER
Myra Skau

September 1

Marianna Clutter

September 3

Nick Whitehead

September 9

Pastor Chelsea

September 9

Marilynn Short

September 13

Nancie Russ

September 19

Don Chovil

September 22

Gary Russ

September 25

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

Family and Friends: Gary (Laurie Heinz's brother) who suffered
a deep muscle tear, and resulting hematoma; family of Kathy
Eekhoff (friend of Laura Olsen), in extreme grief over the death
of her son Brian - her second son to die in a car accident; Ralph
Luke (Laura Olsen's uncle) in hospice care after ending dialysis;
Eric Olsen at WA Youth Academy until mid-Dec.; Marilyn and
Al (Laurie H’s cousins) dealing with health challenges; Pastor
Doug on assignment in Nome, AK; Ron Taylor (Linda Hawkins’
brother) with leukemia, and friend Colleen Landt with breast
cancer; Susan and Don (friends of Mary Hefty), who recently
lost their son Ryan to suicide after battling depression; Trey (the
Hupperten's grandson), deployed to Afganistan and awaiting
the birth of a child in August; for the Starren family as they
grieve the death of their oldest son; Jen Jarvie (friend of Kylie
Whitehead, ELCA missionary in Tokyo) for encouragement;

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Maria Riemer coping with pain associated with lupus; Lynn Kuhlman (Ginny's daughter); Eileen
(Diane Putts’ mother) facing health challenges; Steve (Bill Wells’
friend); Ken Wilborn (CJ’s friend) with recurrence of cancer; Jan
(Carol Sutphen’s daughter) recovering from mild stroke; Frank
Alexander (Dorothy Graham’s brother-in-law); Kirke Sutphen
(Carol’s son): Coleen Adams and family.

Interested in joining the
e-mail prayer team?
Contact Liz Smith - 253-381-1453

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE: 9/24
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