CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:
Mar. 11 - “Spring Ahead” Daylight Saving Time starts
Mar. 25 - Palm Sunday and Holy Week
Apr. 1 - Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Sunday

In our Lenten Wednesday evening prayer service, we are reflecting on hunger through Bible readings and short discussions. It may seem ironic to discuss hunger after filling up on
delicious soup just moments
prior to the service, particularly
when we’re talking about hunger not just at the local level but
on the global scale. Certainly it
drives home gratitude: for what
we have, for who we commune
with in fellowship, and for the
many opportunities to come together to worship and meditate.
Our reading on Feb 28th was
from Luke 16, which is a parable about the rich man who
dressed in fine linen and
“feasted sumptuously every
day,” and poor Lazarus who,
covered with sores, was so hungry that he longed for the scraps
from the rich man’s table (and
so pitiful that even the dogs
licked his sores). Lazarus and
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the rich man died around the
same time, and the rich man, in
hell, looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by
his side. Abraham, after pointing out that the rich man had
lived a life of luxury while Lazarus had nothing, said “And
besides, there is a great chasm
separating us, and anyone
wanting to come to you from
here is stopped at its edge; and
no one over there can cross to
us.” (The Way, The Living Bible)
What does this parable tell us
about how to live? How do we
cross the chasm between rich
and poor, locally and globally?
On a recent Sunday we heard
the reading of John 21, where
the disciples are fishing on the
Lake of Galilee and caught
nothing. But “a man” called out
to them and told them to cast
their net on the right side of the

boat, which they did, and then
caught so many fish that they
couldn’t bring in the net. At that
moment they recognized that
the man was Jesus. Later, after
they have breakfast of bread
and fish, Jesus and Peter have a
conversation:
“Simon, son of John, do you
love me more than these?” Peter
says, “Of course, Lord, you
know that I love you.” Jesus responds by saying, “Then feed
my lambs.”
Feed My Sheep—continued
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Feed My Sheep—continued

A second time Jesus says to Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me?” Peter responds again, “Yes, Lord, you know that I
do!” This time Jesus says, “Then tend my sheep.”
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But Jesus asks Peter yet a third time, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me?” Peter was grieved at the way Jesus asked the
question this third time. “Lord, you know everything; you know
that I love you!” to which Jesus says, “Ok then, feed my sheep.
For very truly I tell you, when you were younger, you used to
fasten your own belt and go wherever you wished. But when
you grow up, you will stretch out your hands and someone else
will fasten a belt around you and lead you to where you do not
want to go.” After this he finished his inquisition of Peter by
saying, “Follow me.”
Love and Compassion. Love of God, Compassion for yourself
and others. How do we bridge the chasm? Who around us is
stretching out their hand in need? It feels overwhelming at
times, the great need we see. In our discussion, one group suggested that we take it one step at a time. Like one bar of soap for
Decatur High School student, one box of supplies dropped off
by a stranger who read our sign outside, one meal cooked for
our Pastor Chelsea to keep her off her feet a few more hours, one
pot of soup to nourish our souls during Lent. And on and on. In
the coming weeks the choir will be singing a piece I know you
will enjoy, If You Love Me (Feed My Sheep), and I’ll share some
of the words with you as a teaser and as inspiration:
All who love the Father love His children.
All who love the Son will feed my lambs.
Give to them as I have given to you.
Everything you have is from my hand.
Be a vessel filled with my compassion,
Emptied out and then refilled anew.
Serve as I have come to serve the Father.
Let me feed a hungry world through you.
Prepare a table; come set a place.
Call the hungry to now partake.
Then bless the bread and bless the wine.
Bless the ones who come to dine.
Let the body first be filled,
Then the troubled spirit stilled.
If you love me, if you love me,
Love my lambs and feed my sheep.
Go in Peace!
Mary Hefty

Sundays at 10:00am
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Love my Lambs, Feed my Sheep!
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Lenten Soup Suppers
& Evening Prayer

Men’s Breakfast
Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will be held Saturday morning March 10th at 8:30 am in our Fellowship Hall at Christ Lutheran Church. Please
join us for food, fellowship and fun and, if you
need a ride, please don’t hesitate to contact Tom
Hagen at 253-952-2151 or
tom.hagen@comcast.net. We hope to see you
there!

Wednesdays in Lent through March 21.
Dinner at 5:45 PM and worship at 7 PM.
Focus on hunger. ELCA World Hunger Relief.
Bring canned goods or other supplies for the Decatur High School Food Bank.

Faith Formation Bible Study
Sun., Mar. 4 and Mar. 18

LiT Youth Group
Sun., Mar. 4 and Mar. 18

Daylight Saving
Time starts
Don’t be late for church Sun.,
Mar. 11. Set your clocks ahead one hour!

Holy Week Schedule

Bishop Jaech to preach at CLC
Sun., Mar. 18

Palm / Passion Sunday— March 25
Processional with palms!

Maundy Thursday— March 29, 7:00pm
Good Friday— March 30, 7:00pm
Tenebrae service with reflections on
the seven last words of Christ.

Easter Vigil— Saturday, March 31,
7:00pm at Calvary Lutheran
You’re invited to attend Easter Vigil with
Calvary. Brandi Aldrich will be baptized at
that time! Worship leaders are needed. Please
let Pastor Doug or Laura Olsen know if you
are interested.

More in March on page 10
For a complete list of current events,
please visit our website:
www.ChristLutheranFW.com/events/calendar

Sun. March 25
After worship

Sunday School
Meets Sunday, March 25 after
worship! All elementary
school age kids are welcome.
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From Pastor Chelsea
I’ve been on disability leave for 9 days now. It is
weird. On the one hand, I feel incredibly relieved
to have the time and freedom to just focus on my
health. I’m spending most of my days off my feet
or meeting with various medical providers, and
this has helped reduce the pain I’m experiencing
exponentially. But on the other hand, I feel incredibly guilty and like a big fat failure for needing this time off. I’m learning a real-life lesson in
how hard it is to be vulnerable and ask for help. I
think this is why I was so emotional during my
last Sunday service. It is difficult to go from being
the one “in charge,” the working mom who can
do it all, the one who provides spiritual help and
comfort, to being the one who is broken, who
can’t do it all, and who needs spiritual help and
comfort. There’s been a lot of mental and emotional gymnastics going on in this body of mine,
not to mention the physical gymnastics of growing a human (literally- this baby girl moves ALL
THE TIME!).

As a new pastor, I’ve put so much energy and
intention into figuring out how to be The Pastor.
It’s not an easy job. Because of my age and gender, I often feel the need to prove that I am a capable and confident leader. And very often, I
know that I am just that. I know that God has
called me and equipped me with the skills, talents, and skills needed to serve as a Minister of
Word and Sacrament. And yet, there are still
plenty of times when I have no idea what to do or
how to do it, when I throw up my hands and say,
“Now what, God?” I try hard to hide those moments of insecurity. After all, I want you to also
believe that I am a capable and confident leader!
But this new situation with this pregnancy has
forced me to lay my inabilities all out in the open.
I’ve had to admit that I just can’t do all the things
I feel I should be able to do. I’ve had to stand in
front of you all and ask for help in getting
through this time of trial. I’ve had to ask for your
support and trust and generosity while I stay at
home and put my feet up. And even though it is
what I legitimately need, medically, right now,
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it’s not easy to be so open, so vulnerable, so broken, in front of you. That’s why I cried so much
on that last Sunday. I had to let you in, let you see
into the broken part of me that whispers
“Failure” even though I know that’s not true.
When I was talking to a friend about this, she reminded me brokenness and weakness are at the
heart of Christianity. Jesus didn’t come to show
us how powerful and “with it” he was; instead,
he showed us a God whose true power and
might comes from weakness, brokenness, and
vulnerability. In going to the cross, Jesus showed
us that in what the world calls failure, God calls
strength. It is the great contradiction of Christian
faith. As the Apostle Paul put it, God says to us,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made
perfect in weakness.” Paul continues, “So, I will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of
Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am
strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10)

Admitting our weakness and our need for each
other’s help is actually strength and power. I
know many of you would agree with me that it
doesn’t feel that way. I’m starting to see that this
difficult time in my life might just hold some surprising and needed lessons for me, as a pastor
and a person. Thank you for being part of that
lesson, and granting me the strength I need to accept the power of weakness.
Pastor Chelsea

Pastor Chelsea will be on
medical leave for the duration
of her pregnancy.
Your prayers and letters are appreciated.
Watch for info about providing meals!
Pastor Doug Stensby will preach and
preside. For emergency pastoral care, he can
be reached at 253-335-6582.
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Social Ministries
Our Pie and Sweets Auction held February 11
was another success! Thank you again, Jay Heist,
for leading us as auctioneer. There’s something
about homemade baked goods that brings a
smile to a face and yearning to partake! The
funds raised benefitted our new chair campaign,
and between purchases and donations we added
around $700 to the coffers. That’s a great beginning. Thank you all who were a part of this
event.

During the
season of
Lent we
continue to
gather on
Wednesdays for soup suppers at 5:45 followed by worship at 7. The sign-up board is available in the
fellowship hall and there are many opportunities
to serve, whether it be bringing soup, bread, or
milk or cleaning up. We also have a few folks
who will provide transportation for those who
do not wish to drive at night. Thank you, Quilters, for setting up each week.
Our annual Fall Homespun Holidays Bazaar
date has changed this year to October 27. We are
now spreading the news to possible vendors so if
you are considering renting space or know of
someone who would be interested, please pass
this on or contact me. SAVE THE DATES will be
available soon. Watch for more information.
As always, if you are interested in being part of
Social Ministries you are invited to join us on the
first Tuesday of the month at 10AM at the
church. We also welcome any congregational input or ideas on events you would like to see happen at Christ Lutheran. Speak with any of our
members ~ Marilynn Short, CJ Campbell, Barbara Woodworth, Nancie Russ, Sue O’Brien, or me.
Liz Smith
253-381-1453

Music News
This Lenten season's focus is called "Food for the
Journey", and the music committee and choir are
working to tie this into the service music. This
past Sunday the choir sang a fun and bluesy rendition of "I want Jesus to walk with me". The
words highlighted the need for Christ's presence
as we travel through all of the journeys that we
are called to travel on, which tied in nicely with
the Pastor's sermon on discipleship. In a few
weeks the choir will sing a beautiful piece called
"If you love me, feed my sheep." You are encouraged to listen closely to the words on this one because they really address the need for us all to
treat our brothers and sisters in Christ as we
would treat Jesus himself.
The choir is hard at work with preparing the music for Lent and Easter with extra rehearsals and
individual work they do at home. If you are
moved by what the choir is offering, you are encouraged to express to them how their work is
appreciated. The choir members are devoted to
enhancing the congregations worship experience,
and it is so encouraging when they hear that it is
meaningful to people!
As we all make this Lenten spiritual journey together, may God bless you and speak to you
though our music.
Blessings,
Katie Stevenson, Music Director
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Volunteers Needed
Federal Way winter shelter for homeless families with
children at New Hope Christian Fellowship is open to
accept homeless families with children.
31411 6th Avenue South, Federal Way
The doors open at 8:00 PM, and the shelter will operate until
8:00AM each night. Families in need can report directly to the
shelter, but they would prefer an advance phone call to give them
a heads up at 253-269-6585 so they can prepare adequately.

The new shelter very much needs more volunteers to
keep running. Please go to the New Hope web site to
sign up to volunteer: http://nh-cf.org/apply-tovolunteer/.
You can also contact Pastor Miller directly at the church number
(253-269-6585) or his cell (253-312-6846) or by email
at Rick.miller@pnwcc.org.

March 29th, 11:30 am - 8:00 pm

Learn more about how to support the Federal
Way Day Center: Phone (253) 893-7895

Please join us for gourmet burger, fries
& milkshake. Salads & special kids’
menu are also available
STACKS
1706 S 320th St.
Federal Way, WA 98003
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To donate mail checks to:
Federal Way Day Center
PO box 4145
Federal Way, WA 98063
Thank you for your support! The Federal Way Day Center
serves approximately 40 people per day. The cost to provide counseling, hot showers, laundry, computer access,
snacks and a warm place to rest is $20 per person.
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Community Outreach
Decatur High School Supplies
Drive

Supplies Drive
Requested items:

During Lent, we will collect donations for the
pantry at the high school that helps students in
need with food, hygiene items, school supplies,
and select clothing items. Communities in
Schools, Day Sylvester, is our contact, and they
will pick up items. Hygiene items would be most
helpful right now. Look for the blue donation
bins in the narthex. This will be an ongoing activity for CLC this year.

Thrivent Action Teams
Trudy Sorensen is the contact for any Thrivent
Financial member who wants information on
how to use their member benefits for a Thrivent
Action Team or learn how to direct Choice Dollars.
Action teams allow each member who has a
Thrivent product (life insurance, annuity, etc) to
run two action teams per year. Each project can
get $250 in seed money, T-shirts, banners, thank
you notes, etc. Action teams can help Outreach,
Piecemakers, and other activities we have
throughout the year.

In the community:
Park Appreciation Day
Sat. April 21, 9am-12noon. FREE lunch provided.
Rain or shine. Meet at Celebration Park. FW will
be hosting several events here this summer
including Special Olympics & we want it looking
sharp! Bring yard tools & work gloves. Wear
sturdy shoes & bring rain gear, just in case!

FWCAT Break The Chains Against
Human Trafficking 5k
Sat. May 19 Register at fwcat.org

Silent and live auction, dinner, games, and fun!
Performing Arts and Events Center (PAEC).
Tickets available now! https://goo.gl/BGsPMH
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Pastor Doug installs the
new council during worship on February 25.
L to R: Pam Wilson, Mary
Hefty, Pastor Doug, Laurie
Heinz, CJ Campbell.
Not pictured—Janeen
Whitehead, Sue O’Brien

Welcome to CLC, Laurie Heinz, and
welcome to the church council!

Council Corner
Greetings from CLC’s Council! We met Jan 20th
to welcome new members Laurie and Sue and
express our gratitude to Tom and Gary who have
completed their terms. We also welcomed Pastor
Doug Stensby to our Council; he will join us during his Interim coverage of Pastor Chelsea’s medical and maternity leave. Your newly installed
council is:


Mary Hefty: President



Laurie Heinz: Vice President



CJ Campbell: Secretary



Janeen Whitehead: Treasurer



Pam Wilson: At Large, Properties Liaison



Sue O’Brien: At Large, Outreach and Social
Ministries Liaison

We would love to hear from you and welcome
your feedback as we begin our service to support
CLC worship community!
 The furnace replacement is complete and the
invoice is paid in full. The Council is sending
a personal thank you note to James for his excellent work and generous donation of labor.
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 Thank you for your generous donations at the
pie and sweets auction; we are about 1/5 of
the way towards funding our chair replacements (estimated cost is $3500).
 Pastor Chelsea is on medical leave until her
maternity leave kicks in due to continuing
pain and resulting fatigue from the pregnancy. Please continue to pray for her rest and
good health as well as baby, Jack and Bill. We
will miss her energy and spiritual leadership.
 Wednesday soup suppers and evening prayer
are continuing through Holy week, and are
well attended. All are welcome!
 Save the date: Bishop Jaech will be delivering
the sermon here on Sunday March 18th.
Mary Hefty
Council President
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Christ Lutheran
Church’s Core Values
Revisited
You’ve heard of them. Some people have them.
Organizations have them. Even some churches
have them. What are they?
They’re Core Values – succinct, descriptive fundamental beliefs of a person or organization.
These guiding principles direct behaviors and
can help people and organizations understand
the difference between right and wrong. Core
values also help organizations to determine if
they are on the right path and fulfilling their
goals by creating an enduring, unwavering
guide.
Did you know we developed and adopted a set
of core values for our church several years ago?
Did you know those core values are embedded
and explained in our Strategic Plan? Do you
know what our Christ Lutheran Church Core
Values are? It is good to periodically “reground” ourselves in our Core Values, to remind
ourselves of who we are or wish to be and how
we might more fully live in to them as a community of faith. So, here’s a quick review and I
hope you’ll immediately resonate with why
we’ve chosen these particular core values to
characterize who we are and want to be as a
community of faith:
 Love – Fundamental to followers of Christ,
we provide a safe and loving environment
where members can practically care for each
other. We celebrate people’s differences and
encourage fellowship and cooperation with
other Christians and people of other faiths.
We believe that we are called to love and
serve our neighbors.
 Discipleship - We seek to engage our
neighbors in a relevant relationship with God
and each other that can change our lives.
Each one of us is committed not only to share
the Gospel but also to develop and exercise

the gifts and talents that God has entrusted to
us for God’s service and the service of our
brothers and sisters.
 Worship - As expression of our faith, we
value inspiring, heartfelt, engaging, joyous
and varied worship services leading participants into God’s presence so that God might
touch each one of us. In our worship service,
we are gathered together as God’s people,
fed with the meal of Word and Bread, and
sent out into our community to proclaim
God’s love and grace to all and to serve our
neighbors.
 Stewardship - We acknowledge that all
we have comes from God. In that spirit, as
individuals, we commit ourselves to our
journey as disciples by giving generously of
ourselves. Furthermore, we empower each
member to serve the Lord and the congregation with her or his special talents and spiritual gifts.
 Celebration - We enjoy the Lord with each
other. We serve God out of love, believing
that life is best when experienced together,
spending time with one another. We want to
show how much God loves everyone by lifting-up our spirits and letting all in our
church and beyond in our communities
know how much they are appreciated by us
and our benevolent Creator.
Spend some time thinking about these as they
relate to you. Then spend some time thinking
about how we as a congregation might more fully embrace our Core Values. How can we weave
these into our daily, weekly and monthly activities? How do we stir them into our Project Imagine and our many other ministries in our own
congregation? Think about it. It’s our calling…
our Core Values…and, ultimately, our hands to
do God’s Work!
Submitted by Tom Hagen
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South Puget
Sound
Fundraising
Brunch
Sunday, March 11, 2018
McGavic Conference Center,
Lakewood, WA
Social Hour: 12:30pm / Brunch & Program: 1:30
Questions: Julie Kissick Malloy
(253) 298-9170 jmalloy@lcsnw.org

March Choral Concerts:
Christian Jaeger

PLU Choral Union
Okay all you choral music-lovers out there,
here's another opportunity to sit back and soak
up some amazing music: Pacific Lutheran University's Choral Union will be presenting "Music
for Royalty -- G.F. Handel's Coronation Anthems
and Dettingen Te Deum" with organ and orchestra at PLU's Lagerquist Hall on Sunday, March
18th at 3PM.
For ticket information, talk to Christian or call
the PLU Concierge Desk (253 535-7411).
[Generally tickets are: $15 general admission/
$10 senior citizens (55+), military, alumni / $5
PLU community, students, 18 and under.]

Easter Vigil
This year our congregation
is invited to join Calvary
Lutheran for Easter Vigil,
Sat. Mar. 31st, 7:00pm.
We will be sharing in worship leadership, so
readers, ushers and communion servers are
needed.
If you are interested in this opportunity to serve
together, please let Laura know as soon as possible.

Lunch With Pastor
(hold the pastor)

The regular gang will continue to meet
on the 3rd Thursdays!

Katie Stevenson

Vocal Duo Concert
Come hear Katie sing at a free concert presented
by the Ladies’ Musical Club of Seattle, with soprano Molly Tomlinson. Sunday, March 11th
from 3pm-4pm at the West Seattle public library.
Katie will be singing arias, songs, and duets in
various languages and styles. She would love to
see you there!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
MARCH
From the Prayer Team

In our prayers
Thanksgiving and Praises: baby Shane released
from NICU Jan. 2 - continued prayers for breathing issues;

Health and healing: Pastor Chelsea, on medical
leave; Lonnie McWilliams, hospitalized but improving; Marlys Chovil, recuperating after being
hospitalized; Robert Oeffner, recovering at home
after being hospitalized with pneumonia; Rose
Pitts, with pain in her knee;
Peace and comfort: for the Florence family on the
death of Dr. Jerry Florence (Sue O'Brien's brotherin-law); Dorothy Graham and family on the death
of her sister Jean Alexander; for Maria Reimer's
(CLC custodian) mother whose health is declining;
Family and Friends: Jen Jarvie (friend of Kylie
Whitehead, ELCA missionary in Tokyo) for encouragement;
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Shane (above) needing steady growth without complications; Maria
Riemer diagnosed with lupus; Dorothy Wells
dealing with cancer; Lynn Kuhlman (Ginny's
daughter); Eileen and Lester (Diane Putts’ parents) facing health challenges; Steve (Bill Wells’
friend); Ken Wilborn (CJ’s friend) with recurrence
of cancer; Jan (Carol Sutphen’s daughter) recovering from mild stroke; Frank Alexander (Dorothy
Graham’s brother-in-law); Kirke Sutphen (Carol’s
son): Coleen Adams and family.
Interested in joining the e-mail prayer team?
Contact Liz Smith - 253-381-1453

Matthew Wells
Jane Henderson
Maya Henderson
LaVerna Davidson
Nancy Larson

March 3
March 5
March 14
March 24
March 31

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

Did you get the New
Church Directory?
Copies are available in the office, or request one by email:
office@christltuheranfw.com

www.christlutheranfw.com/sermons

Shop at smile.amazon.com (with the same
shopping experience as Amazon.com)
and Amazon will donate to Christ Lutheran.
Visit the link below to get started!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0932094
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