CHRIST LUTHERAN NEWS

Important dates:
Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday Service - 7pm
Feb. 18-19 - LIT Youth Group “Impostor” Retreat
Feb. 21 - Soup Supper & Worship - Wednesdays in Lent

The season of
Lent is upon us.

It begins
officially
on
Ash
Wednesday. This year is unique
in that Ash Wednesday happens
to fall on a day that is already a
holiday: February 14th, Valentine’s Day. While it may seem
an odd juxtaposition to proclaim
that we are dust on that same
day that we celebrate love, I
think they actually go together
well. There’s an old children’s
rhyme that goes, “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust, you’re one
friend that I can trust.” This
childhood expression captures
the eternal bonds of friendship.
It is saying that no matter what
happens, to the end of all things
and even after we die, I will be
your friend.
On Ash Wednesday, we gather
together to receive a cross of
ashes on our foreheads and to
hear these words: Remember
that you are dust and to dust
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you shall return. This somber
message is a reminder of our
mortal frailty. After all, no one
gets out of this alive. And yet,
these words are also a promise.
Go back to that childhood
rhyme and imagine that Jesus is
the friend promising to be with
you, ash and dust that you are,
through thick and thin, no matter what. When we say,
“Remember that you are dust
and to dust you shall return,” it
is a promise that God, the Creator of dust, holds us like a precious child, all the days of our
lives and beyond.
It is similar to the promise we
make to one another in marriage. In the Lutheran marriage
service, the betrothed promise
“to have and to hold from this
day forward, in joy and in sorrow, in plenty and in want, in
sickness and in health, to love
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and to cherish, as long as we both shall live.” We imitate the
promise God gives to us by giving it to each other. Of course, as
fallible human beings, we don’t always live up to the promises
we make. But whenever two people enter into a marriage, no
matter what happens later, they intend to love each other no matter what. They say to each other, since we are dust with a finite
time on earth, let’s be dust together. Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,
you’re one friend that I can trust.
When we come together as a congregation, we make a similar
promise to one another. As the Spirit gathers us for worship, fellowship, and service, we are entering into a holy covenant. When
we walk through those church doors, we promise to put aside
our petty differences and work for the good of each other. Then,
God calls us to go out the doors and take this promise to the community, showing God’s love to those in need. Lent is often a time
when we choose a spiritual discipline of some sort, such as fasting or praying. This year, let us heed the words of the prophet
Isaiah, through whom God calls us to a different kind of fast on
behalf of those in need, a fast of love and service:
6Is

not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
Isaiah 58:6-9
This year during Lent, we’ll have a chance to practice this kind of
loving service by partnering with Decatur High School to stock
their newly formed Food Bank. A group of students within the
school recognized the need to help their fellow students in need,
and we have been asked to help. On Ash Wednesday-Valentine’s
Day, we’ll kick off this endeavor and show God’s love to the
community. In this simple action, we too make the promise to be
present with our neighbors, through thick and thin, no matter
what. Let’s show the hungry kids in our neighborhood that we
are indeed friends that they can trust.

Blessings, Pastor Chelsea
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Pastor Chelsea
will be on
vacation in
Hawaii - 1/29-2/5.

Men’s Breakfast
Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will be held Saturday morning February 10th at 8:30 am in our Fellowship Hall at Christ Lutheran Church. By acclamation, the men voted to return to our roots
and have our breakfasts at the church again.
Your sumptuous morning repast will be carefully
prepared by world unknown chefs and consist of
traditional breakfast stuff and hot coffee.
Furthermore, with
Valentine’s Day just a few
days later, we’d like to invite the ladies of our congregation to join us as we
salute those who make us
better Christian men.
Please join us for February food, fellowship and
fun and, if you need a ride, please
don’t hesitate to contact Tom Hagen at 253-9522151 or tom.hagen@comcast.net. We hope to see
you there!

Pastor Doug Stensby will
preach and preside on 2/4.
For emergency pastoral
care, Pastor Doug
can be reached at
253-335-6582.

Ash Wednesday
Wed. Feb. 14, 7 PM - Make your Valentine's dinner plans early, because this year it's also Ash
Wednesday. Bring canned goods or other
supplies for the Decatur Food Bank.

Lenten Soup Suppers
& Evening Prayer
Wednesdays in Lent beginning Feb. 21.
Dinner at 5:45 PM and worship at 7 PM.

Welcome, New Council Members!
Sue O’Brien and Laurie Heinz will join Mary
Hefty, CJ Campbell, Janeen Whitehead and Pam
Wilson to make up our 2018 Church Council. The
council will bid a fond adieu to outgoing members Tom Hagen and Gary Curtis before getting
down to the business of voting the remaining
leaders into their pending positions. The new
“batting order” will be announced following the
meeting.

Sun. Feb. 25
After worship

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 20th
at 6:30pm in Lewis Hall. (Meetings will return to
the regular 2nd Tuesday schedule in March.)

Sunday School

More news from Church Council and the Annual
Meeting Recap can be found in the following pages. Thank you for all you do!

Meets Sunday, Feb. 25 after
worship! All elementary
school age kids are welcome.
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Social Ministries
February News
Secret Sisters
You will receive your sister’s name Sunday, Feb. 4
so get your completed profiles in no later than Feb. 2.
There is a collection envelope on the bulletin board in Lewis Hall. There is
still time to join us if you haven’t signed up yet,
but don’t delay. Pick up information Sunday.

Pie and Sweets Auction
Sunday, February 11 during coffee hour, just in
time for Valentine’s Day! We’re lovingly calling
it “Fat Sunday” in preparation for Lent. Our esteemed auctioneer Jay Heist will again remind us
how really fabulous (almost to the level of priceless) each sweet treat can be. We hope you will
be part of the “fun”draiser by bringing your favorite baked item to auction off, then plan to
leave with something special to enjoy. Pies,
breads, cookies, candy, etc. ~ all will be appreciated. The proceeds of this auction will go towards the purchase of new chairs for Lewis Hall.

Soup
supper
sign-up
Once again we are preparing to enjoy simple
soup meals prior to our Wednesday Lenten services beginning Feb. 21. Look for the signup
poster on Feb. 4.
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Music
News
The choir is back at it after a great Christmas season and is preparing for upcoming Sundays. This
month we have enjoyed working on some spirituals that are both upbeat and soulful. We are already looking forward to preparing music for
Lent, and Pastor and I are working together to try
to coordinate some common themes throughout
the season. While music in itself can bring strong
feelings of joy and comfort, it is an even greater
tool that can be used to bring people closer to
God. Therefore we try to choose music that ties in
with the prayers, scriptures, or themes of the service so as to add a deeper meaning to the message God wants us to hear. So as you experience
the services ahead and in Lent, I encourage you
to open your ears and hearts to the message that
God sends you through music and worship.
Blessings,
Katie Stevenson, Music Director

LIT Youth Group
Sunday, Feb. 4—Cancelled
Impostor Retreat
Feb. 18-19, Mason Lake House
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Community Outreach

CLC Supplies Drive
coming in Lent:

I think everybody is a little frustrated with politics right now. No matter your political affiliation, the fact that our elected officials remain loyal
to their own parties rather than work toward the
common good is something that baffles a hard
working soul in possession of common sense. It
brings to mind the Pharisees and Sadducees,
more concerned with the way things should be
done than the souls of people they were teaching.
I would love the secular world to know how well
our church works together because we are furthering the agenda of God. We overcome differences of opinion and semantics because we know
that the outcome is more important than the
means. When we involve ourselves in the community, we have an opportunity to share that
teamwork with others and let them know that the
church is not just a place, it is an extension of
God’s compassion into our troubled world.
The Community Outreach Committee will continue to further the work of Christ Lutheran
Church beyond its walls. Unless otherwise decided, we will continue to meet on the third Sunday
of the month in the classroom after fellowship
hour.
Ann Jaeger,
Community Outreach Team Leader

Thank you for your contributions!
2017 “First Sunday” Discretionary Offerings
Date
2/5/17
3/5/17
4/2/17

Collected
$215.00
$160.00
$124.00

Given to
LCSNW Refugee Program
ELCA World Hunger
FW Day Center

5/7/17
6/4/17
7/2/17
8/6/17
9/3/17

$115.00
$147.00
$167.00
$125.00
$143.00

LCSNW Sr. Services
Living Stones
MSC Summer Meals
FUSION
"God's Work, Our Hands" project

(continued)
2017 “First Sunday” Discretionary Offerings
Date

Collected Given to

10/1/17 $192.00

Luth. Disaster Resp. Hurricanes

11/5/17 $84.00

Neighbors in Faith

12/3/17 $155.00

Tacoma Rescue Mission

1/7/18

$87.00

FW Community Caregiving

1,714.00 - total 2017 (fiscal year)

$

If there is a cause or organization in our community
that you’d like Christ Lutheran to support, let an Outreach
member or Pastor Chelsea know!
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In the Community
Justice for All
Advocacy Training in South King County with Faith
Action Network:
Feb. 1, 6:45 PM, St. Matthew/San Mateo Episcopal
Church, 123 L St. NE Auburn, WA
Come find new ways to engage in legislative advocacy
and learn about the issues FAN is focusing on during
the 2018 legislative session during this advocacy 101
training. RSVP at: https://goo.gl/ZuBUXw

Volunteers
Needed
The new Federal Way winter
shelter for homeless families
with children at New Hope
Christian Fellowship officially
opened on January 17, 2018 to
accept homeless families with
children.
The doors open at 8:00 PM, and
the shelter will operate until 8:00
AM each night. Families in need
can report directly to the shelter,
but they would prefer an advance phone call to give them a
heads up at 253-269-6585 so they
can prepare adequately.
The new shelter very much
needs more volunteers to keep
running. Please go to the New
Hope web site to sign up to volunteer: http://nh-cf.org/applyto-volunteer/.
You can also contact Pastor Miller directly at the church number (253-269-6585) or his cell (253
-312-6846) or by email
at Rick.miller@pnwcc.org.
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Budget Reality Check:
Challenge Accepted

Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018

2018 Annual Meeting
Recap
In accordance with our annual constitutional
mandate, we once again gathered as a congregation for Christ Lutheran Church’s 2018 Annual
Congregational Meeting January 21st after worship. With a solid majority of church members in
attendance, Tom Hagen, Council President,
called the meeting to order.

Opening Devotion & Prayer:
Imagine
Pastor Chelsea led the participants in a brief devotional study centered on Ephesians 3:14-21 designed to center us on scriptural inspiration for
our year ahead as a congregation. Looking to the
future, members imagined and wished for
Christ’s increased presence among us to sustain
our spiritual growth while serving our neighbors
in the community, including the uninvited, teen
parents, and all others in need and thus allowing
God to work through us.

The review of the proposed 2018 Annual Budget
focused the congregation on the financial operations that help sustain those aforementioned
ministries. Tom Hagen carefully
briefed the budget,
noting that pledges
have declined due
to moves or deaths
of members while
costs have continued to increase. To
address those challenges, the Finance Committee
and Council examined our budget history to help
make some difficult budget adjustments, including 30% cuts to the limited “discretionary” budget line items such as committee budgets and
some of Pastor’s benefits (e.g. continuing education, travel, synod meetings, etc.). With most of
the budget fixed for staff salaries and building
costs or services, the proposed budget acknowledges risks inherent in relying upon “Faith Income” to make up a larger than normal proportion of our income requirements. Council mandated additional monthly and quarterly budget
scrutiny to ensure variances from budget generate timely interventions to ensure the financial
security of our church. Discussion during the
budget brief was informative and ultimately
helped produce a unanimous vote by the members for approval.

Bring on the Heat:
New Furnace
Next on the agenda was
discussion of furnace options. Following inspections of our furnaces, three
competitive bids were
provided to the Property
Team and briefed to
Council during the January 9th meeting. From
that discussion, council voted to recommend re2018 Annual Meeting Recap — continued
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placement and selection of Allied Heating’s bid
for a two stage, 95% efficient model. Funds for
replacement will come from our Capital Improvements Fund.

And the Winner Is:
Leadership Elections
Annual election of council members, the church
treasurer and a nominating committee is an important part of the continuity of our church each
year. Tom Hagen, Gary Curtis, Mary Hefty and
Janeen Whitehead all had terms expiring this
year. Mary opted to
run again for council
and Sue O’Brien and
Laurie Heinz accepted nominations for
the empty seats. All
three were voted in
unanimously by the
congregation. Additionally, Janeen Whitehead
volunteered to run again for Treasurer and was
similarly unanimously elected. The final nominations and vote for acceptance was for the Nominating Committee charged with finding candidates for the 2019 council vacancies prior to next
year’s Annual Meeting. Tom Hagen, Guy Olsen,
Coleen Adams and Marilynn Short were unanimously elected to fulfill that role.

God’s Imagination Beats Ours
Pastor provided an update on Project Imagine,
reminding members that the purpose of the project is for ongoing renewal. Pastor Chelsea, Bill
Wells, Janeen and Kylie Whitehead and Guy Olsen comprise the Christ Lutheran
leadership team for this two-year
effort. Our adherence to the congregational covenant is critical to a successful outcome and that covenant
includes regular prayer and scripture study, growth in discipleship
and stewardship, partnerships in
evangelism, and cultivation of a climate of intentional hospitality for
people new to life in the church. Ad-

ditionally, the congregation has committed to
relieving the pastor of routine tasks that will help
free her for the work of developing leadership,
equipping laity and evangelism. Other tenets of
the covenant speak to providing community outreach, supporting synod salary guidelines for
clergy, changing existing ministries and practices
in order to live out God’s dream more fully, and
supporting the outreach of the wider church
through mission support.

With a Grateful Heart
Tom thanked the Council members and others,
to whom he presented certificates of appreciation
to recognize the “above and beyond” service
during 2017 of members Liz Smith, Jim and Marilynn Short, Ann
Jaeger and Gary
Curtis.
On behalf of the entire church council,
many thanks to Pastor Chelsea and the
Team Chairpersons
for preparing reports for the congregation’s Annual Meeting packet. A special
thanks to Laura Olsen for her professional compilation of those reports – awesome job. And, finally, thank you to all of you who participated in
the Annual Meeting for your presence and
thoughtful, caring discussion and insights as we
strive to love and serve all in the name of Christ!
Tom Hagen,
Council President
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 Annual Meeting preparations are nearly complete with the following council actions:

Council Corner



Determination of council member status –
Tom Hagen and Gary Curtis will not seek
re-election,Mary Hefty will and Janeen
Whitehead has generously committed to
another term as Treasurer.



Proposed budget for 2018 was briefed, discussed and recommended for approval by
the congregation at the Annual Meeting.
Fiscal year 2018 will be a challenging year
due to decreased pledges and increased expenses, but the proposed 30% discretionary
cuts and maternity leave concessions are
workable within acceptable, albeit uncomfortable, risk parameters which will be
closely monitored for interventions by
council when 10% variances are breeched.



Furnace replacement options were debated
and a recommendation for replacement
passed via council vote for congregation
approval January 21st.



Project Imagine will be discussed at the Annual Meeting as part of our congregational
covenant for renewal.

Our January council meeting was extra busy as
we wrapped up our 2017 fiscal year activities and
prepared for the Annual Congregational Meeting
January 21st, my summary of which is captured
elsewhere in this newsletter. Here’s a synopsis of
the Council Meeting held January 9th:
 Council praised the Christmas Eve worship
service both for great music and liturgy as
well as surprisingly high attendance in spite
of the snowfall that evening. Thanks to all
who played a part and/or worshipped with
us that special night.
 Pastor Chelsea thanked all concerned, especially Pastor Doug Stensby, for responding to
her short-fused call for help when her physical discomfort precluded her service December 31st. She also announced her new Adult
Bible Study group will be starting up in the
next few weeks, the Youth Group will resume
the last Sunday in January and preparations
are underway for Lent which begins with Ash
Wednesday February 14th.
 From the Treasurer, we will finish the year
under our annual budget with all bills paid
and benevolence obligations honored.
 Tenant lease signings are progressing. Segero
Presbyterian has signed with minor changes
to add the Music Room and Nursery to their
lease. Christ Co-Workers informed us they
are looking to move to a different location in
Tacoma as early as February to be closer to
their member’s homes. Pentecostal Church
will renew their lease in January for their Saturday evening building usage.

Your inputs for council are important and always
welcome. Our next meeting will be Tuesday,
February 13th at 6:30 pm. That turnover time
will be my final Council Meeting and, as outgoing president, my heartfelt thanks to Pastor
Chelsea, the council members, and all of you, the
wonderful people of this congregation, for your
steadfast support and commitment to this church.
Tom Hagen
Council President

T H U R S D AY
F E B R U ARY 1 5
12:00 noon
Lolli's Broiler and Pub, 32925 1st Ave S N
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From the Prayer Team

In our prayers
Thanksgiving and Praises: baby Shane
released from NICU Jan. 2 - continued
prayers for breathing issues; clear of
cancer: Miska Martin (Pam Wilson’s daughter) and Ginger
Grant (Liz Smith’s sister). Continued recovery of Pastor
Hermstad from a stroke and broken pelvis;
Health and healing: Ginny Kuhlman, continuing to recover; Marilynn Short, with a circulatory issue in her legs;
Dorothy Wells and the Wells family, as Dorothy makes
important decisions about her care and treatment for stage
3 liver disease and breast cancer; Robert Oeffner, recovering at home after being hospitalized with pneumonia;
Kathleen Wood, who broke her arm; Rose Pitts, with pain
in her knee; Jill Curtis, healing; Maria Riemer diagnosed
with lupus;
Peace and comfort: friends and family of Catherine Sperber upon her death; the Olsen/Lindgren families upon the
death of Sandi Lindgren (wife of Dave, mother of Guy Olsen) and Keith Olsen (father of Guy Olsen); family and
friends of Shirley Allen upon her death; family and
friends of Harold Trump, especially Barbara Woodworth,
upon Harold’s death;
Family and Friends: Bert Arnlund (Nancie Russ's brother), diagnosed with prostate cancer and will be undergoing treatment; Jen Jarvie (friend of Kylie Whitehead,
ELCA missionary in Tokyo) for encouragement; Emma
(Trudy Sorensen's sister), recovering from a heart attack;
Shane (above) needing steady growth without complications; the Elmore family upon the death of their mother,
Jean (Marilynn Short’s aunt); Mik Kuhlman (Ginny’s
daughter), undergoing treatment for kidney stones; Lynn
Kuhlman (Ginny's daughter), ongoing health concerns;
Shanda Atwood, upon diagnosis of low-grade kidney cancer; Eileen and Lester (Diane Putts’ parents) facing health
challenges; Steve (Bill Wells’ friend) diagnosed with brain
cancer; Ken Wilborn (CJ’s friend) with recurrence of cancer; Jan (Carol Sutphen’s daughter) recovering from mild
stroke; Frank Alexander (Dorothy Graham’s brother-inlaw) having surgery; Jean Alexander (Dorothy Graham’s
sister), with heart problems; Kirke Sutphen (Carol’s son):
Coleen Adams and family.

Interested in joining the e-mail prayer team?
Contact Liz Smith - 253-381-1453

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
FEBRUARY
Liz Smith

February 1

Ginny Kuhlman

February 3

Abby Moe

February 3

Kari Stone

February 5

Lonnie McWilliams

February 6

Tim Whitehead

February 6

Emalee Moe

February 17

Barbara Woodworth February 18
Jackie Hughes

February 26

If we missed your birthday,
please notify the church office!

www.christlutheranfw.com/sermons

Shop at smile.amazon.com (with the same
shopping experience as Amazon.com)
and Amazon will donate to Christ Lutheran.
Visit the link below to get started!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0932094
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